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MS. MATHER: |'d Iike you all to please conme
and sit down so we can start the meeting officially. W
have a very full agenda and a nunber of people who want
to speak tonight, so |I ask you, please, to conme forward
so that we can begin. Thank you. |'d like to wel come

you to this scoping nmeeting about the Port Anbrose

proj ect. My nanme is Linda Mather and 1'll be the
facilitator for the meeting this evening. ' m going to
tell you more about the public comment which I will be
wor king with you on later, but first 1'd like to

i ntroduce the three gentlenmen to my right, because
they're going to explain the outline of the project, as
well as the outline for the process of which this public
hearing is a part. So | ask you to please give them
your attention and we'll get started to nmy inmmediate
right.

MR. BACHMAN: Thank you, Linda. | see sone
fam liar faces here from |l ast night. Good eveni ng.
Wel conme, | adies and gentl enmen. | hope you had the
opportunity to attend our informational open house and
now | want to welcome you to the public scoping meeting
for the Port Ambrose Deepwater LNG port. My nanme is
Roddy Bachman, Project Manager in the Deepwater Port
St andards Division at U.S. Coast Guard Headquarters.

Wth me is M. Keith Lesnick with the Mariti me
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Adm ni stration and M. Timthy Feehan with Tetra Tech,
our environmental consultant. And you nmet Ms. Linda
Mat hi s.

In a few m nutes, nmy coll eagues will provide
you an overview of their agency or organizations' roles
and responsibilities regarding the Port Ambrose
deepwat er port license application. But first 1'd Iike
to give you a brief background on this process.

I n November 2002, Congress passed the
Maritime Transportation Security Act, which amended the
Deepwat er Port Act of 1974 by adding the importation of
natural gas.

One of those applications was submtted on
September 28, 2012 by Liberty Natural Gas to own,
construct, and operate a natural gas deepwater port in
Federal waters of the New York Bight approximtely 17
nautical mles southeast of Jones Beach. This deepwater
port is Port Anmbrose and is the subject of this meeting.

On June 14, 2013, the Maritine
Adm ni stration and the Coast Guard published a notice in
t he Federal Register stating that the Port Ambrose
application appeared to contain the required information
to proceed. In that notice, New Jersey and New York
were identified as the adjacent coastal states. This

gives the Governors specific authority in the deepwater
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port approval process under the Deepwater Port Act to
approve, disapprove or notify the Maritime

Adm ni stration of inconsistencies in State programs
relating to the environmental protection, |and and water
use and coastal zone management for whi ch MARAD may
condition the license to make consistent.

An additional clarification is this is a
different project under a new application than the
original Liberty Deepwater Port proposed in 2010. Port
Anmbrose is further east, has no shore crossing pipeline
conponent and has two buoys versus the four proposed
with the first project. Though the original Liberty
application was amended in Novenber of 2011 simlar to
what is proposed for Port Anbrose, that application
amendment was never processed prior to withdrawal in
April of 2012.

An inportant part of the overall |icensing
process required by the Deepwater Port Act is an
environmental review. In this case an Environnment al
| mpact Statement will be prepared in accordance with the
Nat ural Environmental Policy Act NEPA.

The Notice of Intent preparing an EI'S was
announced in the Federal Register on June 24 which also
announced this meeting and included instructions for

subm tting coments. The EI'S will describe the nature
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and extent of the environmental inpact of the proposed
action alternatives and a description of the affected

environment, and an eval uation of the inmpacts on the

natural and human environment by the proposed action and

the alternatives.
We must seek input fromthe public as well

as from other federal, state and | ocal agencies. The

intent of this scoping meeting is to receive your input

on any issue you think should be considered in the scope

of this environmental inpact analysis. | would like to
emphasi ze that this neeting will not be the only
opportunity you will have to provide input on the

application. However, written coments on the scope
shoul d be received by August 22, 2013. That is August
22, 2013. There was an original error date; there was
Federal Register published yesterday that said July
23rd, but there will be a new notice of August 22nd.
It's been extended for 30 days. OQur environnment al
consultant, M. Tim Feehan, will discuss additional
comment opportunities in a few monents. For the
purposes of tonight, please note that witten and oral
comments are given equal consideration and it is not
necessary to give your comments twi ce.

Witten conmments may al so be submtted to

t he Docket Management System at regul ations.gov. This

a

i's
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the public record for the project that contains and/or
wi Il contain the application, federal register notices,
associ ated docunmentation, public and agency comments,
public meeting transcripts, such as this one, and the
draft and final EIS. And these are or will be avail able
for viewing and comenting directly on-Iline.

To issue a deepwater port |icense, there are
a number of elements that nmust be considered by the
Maritime Adm nistration which M. Lesnick will discuss
in a monment, but now I'd like to provide a brief
overview of the Coast Guard's responsibility regarding
the license application process.

| want to make it clear that the Coast Guard
is neither a proponent nor an opponent for any deepwater
port project. | also want to enmphasi ze that only after
the environmental review and |license processes have been
conmpl eted can there be any activity on the proposed
proj ect.

The Coast Guard and Maritime adm nistration
wor k together processing the deepwater port
applications. Al t hough the Maritime Adm nistrator wil
ultimately deci de whether to approve, disapprove or
approve with conditions, a license for this proposed
deepwat er port, the Coast Guard will be the |ead agency

devel oping the environmental inmpact analysis as one of
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t he key conponents to that decision. In fulfilling this

role, the Coast Guard must seek the input fromthe

public as well as from other

federal and state agencies

in New York, New Jersey to ensure the potential inpacts

from each state have been consi dered.

The Coast Guard i

s al so responsi ble for

conducting an independent risk assessment of the port

and operations and equi pnent
hazards and devel op maritinme

m tigation strategies. This

to identify potenti al
safety and security risk

i ncludes wat erways

management, and such neasures as safety and security

zones, no anchoring areas, ar

eas to be avoided and any

speci al routing measures. And should the port be

approved and for the |ife of

the port, we would review

and approve port design standards, construction,

comm ssioning, operations, security and mai ntenance and

inspection. Wth the Maritime Adm nistration and ot her

appropriate agencies, the review and approval of any

substantive changes to the port operations or equi pment

t hat could inmpact the environment and/or maritime and

safety and security would be

assessed. And ensuring

compliance with various donmestic and international | aws

for regulations for the LNG vessels calling on Port

Anmbr ose would al so be part of

Now at this time

this responsibility.

l'd like to introduce M.
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Keith Lesnick with the Maritime Adm nistrati on who wil

describe the responsibilities of his agency.

MR. LESNICK: Thank you. Well, |I'm Keith
Lesni ck. | ' m an associate adm nistrator at the Maritime
Adm ni strati on. | ' m an associ ate adm ni strator at the

Maritime Adm nistration and licensing for these projects
fall under ny office's authority. And | wanted to point
out before we started, because we hadn't done a public
meeting like this in a long time, but |ast night the
rules for us are that we are in a sleep nmode after we
make our statenments. We listen to you and the court
reporter takes down what you have to say and we take
that in and put it into the record. So we can't
essentially respond to you while you're talking this
eveni ng. So if anybody has any questions that they
have, that they still have after this is all over that
they want to talk to me afterwards, |'d be nore than
happy to speak with them And | say that for another
reason, because |ast night there was what | can only
describe as a m scharacterization of the licensing
project of this particular project in terms of the
application that we have in front of us today. So what
l"d like to do is take probably 60 seconds to read to
you froma letter that Mark Prescott of the Coast Guard,

who is Roddy's boss, and | sent to the Catskill Citizens
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Safe Energy that we sent on July 8th. It was a
ter that in part extended the comment period to

ust 22nd, but in part addressed the concern that this
t Ambrose port could be used for export of LNG.  And
|"m going to read it in its entirety. It's just a
agr aph.

"Al't hough the deep water port was anmended to
ow exports, the application to own, construct and
rate the proposed Port Ambrose facility is an
lication for a natural gas inport termnal only. The
hority to export natural gas to the Port Ambrose
ility would constitute such a significant change from

proposal now under review, that it would require a

new | icense application in its entirety. To be clear,

t he
app
i nc

app

con
i f

bi g
put
ter

nat

export of natural gas is not considered in this
lication, nor would the authority to do so be

| uded in the license, if the application were to be
roved. "

Because after l|last night's hearing and | was
cerned about it, | spoke to ny boss. W would al so,
the license were going to be approved and that's a

"if." If that were to be the case, we would al so
a condition of the license in there that this
m nal in perpetuity would be used for inportation of

ural gas only. So we would strictly forbid any
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export.
There are many differences between an inmport

and export facility and it would be boring to go into it

ri ght now. If you want to talk about it afterwards we
can, but | just wanted to make sure that everybody knew
t hat . Because | think there was confusion about it | ast

night and it doesn't help the process, because in ternms
of comenting, you're commenting on an import facility.

My boss, the Maritime adm nistrator, has the
authority delegated from the secretary of transportation
to i ssue deepwater port licenses. W're very happy to
be here working with the US Coast Guard on this project.
And | want to make it perfectly clear, we're not a
proponent or an opponent. We're here to receive --
we're a federal agency required to Iicense these
facilities. So that's one of the reasons why this
meeting is inportant. We obviously have a keen interest
in the thorough environmental analysis of this project
and at the end the of the deepwater port |icense
application process, the Maritime adm nistrator wil
have a decision to make, to issue the license or to
reject it. To issue it, to issue it with certain
conditions or to reject it.

One of the things we do and when we do

actually issue the license is we develop a record of
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decision. And in that record of decision are things
that are extremely important to not only the
application, but to people that have concerns about the
operation of the facility and to the |ocal states that
are inmpacted by that, m ght be inmpacted by that

facility. A favorable decision to all of this would be
based on the assurance that the applicant is financially
responsi ble. And in that we make the applicant post a
guarantee under a bond that the facility will be
decomm ssi oned and removed at the end of its life. The
applicant is also able to conply with all applicable

| aws and regul ations and license conditions. The
deepwat er port will operate in the national interest and
be consistent with national security, energy sufficiency
and environnmental policy goals. The deepwater port wil
not unreasonably interfere with international navigation
and it will be constructed and operated to prevent or

m nim ze adverse inpacts to any of the marine
environment. The deepwater port must also comply with
all natural environmental |aws. There nust be an
approved coastal zone managenent program in place that
it fits into. The secretaries of arny, state and
defense were consulted on the effects of this port on
their operations and the governors, in this case the

governors of two states, nmust approve or have presuned
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to approve the deepwater port process application.

It's important to note that if the governor
or in this case governors may approve the license, they
may approve it with conditions or they may deny the
license. So if either one of the governors of New York
and New Jersey decide to disapprove this, we can't go
forward with the license. The |license processing stops
at that point in tinme.

These license requirements are stringent.
They're conpletely enforceable and we do enforce them
We nmonitor them So if anyone -- if they violate any
one then we pull their license.

And finally, we consider the environment al
i mpact document to be a major part of this project
application and process. And that's what's so inportant
about tonight and the start of the scoping process. And
it has a substantial bearing on the final |icense.

So | appreciate the fact that everyone is
here tonight and I'm anxi ous to hear what you have to
say and if you have questions afterwards, |'ll be nore
t han happy to talk to you. Thank you.

MR. FEEHAN: Good eveni ng. My name is Tim
Feehan. |'"'mwith Tetra Tech. W are the U.S. Coast
Guards' environmental consultant preparing the Coast

Guard and Maritime Environmental |nmpact Statement, or
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ElIS, for the proposed Port Ambrose LNG deepwater port.
| am Tetra Tech's project manager for the EIS.

| want to provide an overview of the public
participation process that is involved in preparing the
EIS. Tetra Tech is a science-based environnment al
consultant firm experienced in preparing EISs and
rel ated studies. My team includes specialists in many
resource areas covering all the environmental sciences,
i ncluding biologists, chem sts, geol ogists and
engi neers. We will be doing an independent eval uation
of the environmental inmpacts of the proposed project.
We will assist the U S. Coast Guard in preparing the EIS
to explain what those inpacts will be. The EIS is being
conducted in accordance with the National Environment al
Policy Act known as NEPA. Public involvement is a
fundanment al aspect of NEPA and the U S. Coast Guard's
environmental policies. In addition to the publication
of the NO nmentioned previously, the U S. Coast Guard
distributed a Dear Interested Party letter. This letter
was distributed widely throughout New York and New
Jersey to federal state and | ocal agencies, elected
officials and the public. This letter provides a
summary and scoping meeting |logistics for those that
normal |y do not read the federal register. A public

notice concerning this meeting was al so published in
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| ocal newspapers. W have also held a scoping meeting

in Long Beach, New York | ast night. Oral and written
comments made today will be recorded and addressed in
the draft EIS. In addition to providing coments

toni ght, you can also submt witten comments to the
docket over the internet by fax or by mail. Details are
provided with our posters in the other room under the
heading and it's also available as a handout, Deepwater
Port Applications and process part two.

Pl ease use only one of the methods to make
your coments. At a mnimum, an environmental analysis
will be completed on the following topics in the EIS,
geol ogy, sediments, water resources, fisheries,
wildlife, threatened and endangered species,
soci oeconom cs, transportation, cultural resources,
mari ne bi ol ogy, noise, recreation and aesthetics, and
reliability and safety. W will consider the
environmental effects of construction, operation and
decomm ssion of this deepwater port. I n addition, we
will look at the cumul ative inpact of other foreseeable
projects within the project vicinity.

One of our responsibilities in preparing the
EIS is to analyze a range of alternatives. W wil
consider alternative |locations for the deepwater port

and alternative off-shore pipeline routes. W will |oo0k
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at alternative deepwater port concepts and alternative
LNG technol ogy, the no action alternative or what would
happen if the license is not granted and the project is
not built, and as nmentioned earlier, the cunulative

i mpacts of the project will also be considered.

The next step in this process will be to
prepare the draft EIS. To announce the availability of
the draft EIS for public review, we will publish a
notice of availability for the draft EIS in the federal
regi ster and place ads in |local newspapers. \When the
draft EIS is conpleted, copies will be sent to federal,
state, regional and |ocal agencies and | ocal groups and
i ndi vidual s who have requested copies. Additional
copies will be placed in public libraries where the
public may review them The draft EIS will also be
avail able on the docket via the internet or by
requesting one fromthe U. S. Coast Guard. If you have
not already done so, please indicate on the registration
card |l ocated in the hallway at the entrance if you would
like to receive a copy of the draft EI'S when it becomes
avai |l able and a copy will be sent to you. The U. S.

Coast Guard and MARAD will return to the New York/ New
Jersey area to hold a public meeting to provide citizens
an opportunity to make formal oral comments concerning

the draft EIS. Resource experts will be present to
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answer questions and the public will have this
addi ti onal opportunity to enter comments and concerns
into the official record. After the close of the public
comment period on the draft EIS, we will assist the U S.
Coast Guard in preparing the final EI'S, including an
expl anati on of how comments were considered. On
conpletion of the final EI'S, though not part of the NEPA
and EI'S process, we will hold at |east one public
meeting in New York and New Jersey to solicit comments
on the final EI'S and the Port Anbrose |icense
application. Again, the dates, locations and times wll
be announced in the federal register and | ocal
newspapers. When the EIS is finalized, MARAD wi |l use
it as one of the inputs to their decision on whether to
issue the license, not issue the license or issue it
with specific conditions. As described on our poster
and al so avail abl e as anot her handout and this is under
the requirements for issuance of license to own and
operate in the deepwater port, there are requirements in
addition to the environmental inpacts that must be
considered in the decision on the final license action.
Thank you for taking the time to conme out
and meet with us tonight and 1'll hand this back over.
MS. MATHER: OCkay, thank you. We turn now

to the public comment. Let me explain some things
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fi

th
se
th

to

have time limts. So each of you will be given three

m

So

left and I will waive this at you when you are finished.

Now, you are not allowed to play the game of burying

yo
I
p
be
IS
I
be

co

say, a written version instead of saying something, a

wr

p
sh

it

ge

rst. Would you please turn off your cell phones so
at we don't have that as a disturbance. Then

condly, one of the difficulties here and you can see
at by the number of people, we want to try to be fair

everybody. And that's one of the reasons that we

nutes and we al so have very high-tech responses here.

| will waive this at you when you have 15 seconds

ur head in your written materials so you can't see ne.
caught you. So you can't do that. | al so ask you
ease to refrain from appl ause or other outbursts,
cause all you're doing is using up time. And if this
any indication, we're going to be sleeping here. And
don't think anybody wants to do that. So we want to
as efficient as we can about this. |f you have any

mbi nati on of a written version with what you want to

itten version that goes well over three m nutes,
ease give it to the court reporter to nmy left because
e will be taking all of that information and bringing
t oget her.

Again, | want to rem nd you, and the

ntl emen have illustrated this, this is not the only
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opportunity to have your say. There are a variety of

ot her ways to do it. And certainly in terms of dialog,

t he di al og, one opportunity was before the meeting, they
will be around later. This has a very formal process in
terms of the way that you present your information. So

| ask you, please, to abide by that and to make it easy

for all of us in terms of how we proceed here. Okay.

Now, the other thing that we do is as a
courtesy, we allow the elected officials to speak first.
So | have two elected officials or their representatives
someplace in the room And nobody is noving. Yes,
okay, we have one. " m sorry, very m nor issue, you
must conme to the podium here and speak into the
m crophone. | would al so ask each of you -- and am
assum ng this is Alexandra?

MS. MALDONADO: Yes.

MS. MATHER: Would you also spell your | ast
name? Because |'mgoing to nutilate it probably and the
court reporter needs the correct spelling.

MS. MALDONADO: It's Al exandra
M-a-1|-d-o0-n-a-d-o. I'"'mwith the office of Congressman
Frank Pall one. This statement is fromthe Congressman.
| apologize |I could not be here with you this evening,
but I amin Washington DC, because Congress is voting

t his evening. | am opposed to the proposed Liberty
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Nat ural Gas offshore liquified natural gas project

pl anned for 24 mles off the coast of Long Branch, New
Jersey. This project is strikingly simlar to the one
t hat was vetoed by Governor Christie in 2011.

Thr oughout my tenure as an elected official,
| have opposed industrial uses of the ocean off the
coast of our state. | have fought against offshore oi
and gas drilling, and well as worked successfully to end
ocean dunpi ng.

| nstead of focusing on industrial uses of
t he ocean, our country and the state of New Jersey
shoul d be encouragi ng renewabl e energy resources. Any
energy developnment in the Atlantic Ocean should be from
renewabl e sources and not polluting fossil fuels. The
Obama adm nistration is prioritizing offshore w nd
energy devel opnent in areas off the Atlantic coast,
including New Jersey. This is exactly the type of clean
energy Anmerica should be investing in that will reduce
our dependence on foreign oil and gas and create jobs.

| understand that the LNG project will
create jobs during the construction phase, but we nust
also think of the jobs that would be lost if an LNG
spill occurred off our coast. The Jersey Shore is the
primary driver of the tourism econonmy that sustains

nearly 500, 000 jobs and generates approxi mtely 50
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billion dollars in economc activity for the state each
year . In the late 1980s when beaches were closed due to
contam nated material washing ashore, many jobs were
lost in the |ocal tourismindustry. When t he Deepwat er
Hori zon spill occurred in the Gulf of Mexico, |ocal
economes felt it the hardest when tourism fell off
drastically and commercial fisherman were barred from
fishing in large swaths of the gulf. W cannot allow
this to happen off our coast.

| am surprised that this proposed project is
movi ng forward given Governor Christie's public
opposition to LNG facilities off the coast of New Jersey
and prior veto of a simlar project in 2011. Under the
Deepwat er Port Act, Governor Christie, as the governor
of an adj acent coastal state, has the absolute power to
veto the Liberty Natural Gas project. New Jersey shoul d
be taking a national |ead on pronoting a forward-|ooking
energy policy that nmoves towards increased use of
renewabl e energy sources that create jobs here at home
and away from inmporting or exporting polluting fossil
fuels from other countries. | will continue to work
with my coll eagues and Congress to incentivize these
types of clean energy sources. Thank you.

MS. MATHER: And thank you. And do |

understand -- | can't talk over you. Then | have Di ana
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Paradis and that's somebody comng to the podium

MS. PARADI S: P-a-r-a-d-i-s, and | speak not

for myself, but for Assenblyman Sean Kean. This is
message from his office. He issued the foll ow ng

statement on the new proposal to build a liquified

natural gas term nal off the coast of New Jersey and New

Yor k. Li berty LNG is proposing to build an LNG term nal

call ed Port Anbrose 24 mles off the coast of Long
Branch, New Jersey. | had previously stated ny
opposition deciding LNG facilities off the coast of
Jersey and in 2010 | was the prime sponsor of

| egi slation to oppose the devel opnment of LNGs off o

a

New

ur

coastli ne. | remain concerned about any new proposal,

including Port Ambrose, to create an LNG term nal right

off the coast of Long Branch. Thank you.

MS. MATHER: Thank you. "' m going to turn

now to the public comments. And what |'m going to ask

you to do please, again, in an effort to try to spe

this up, Jeff Tittel | believe it is, Jim Wl sh and

ed

Ci ndy Zi pf. If Jim and Cindy could kind of get ready,

unl ess you're right there, Jin? You're right there
probl em Let nme go with Jeff. And spell your | ast
name.

MR. TITTEL: Jeff Tittel, T-i-t-t-e-I,

director of New Jersey chapter Sierra Club. And I’

m

no
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here today representing not only our 20,000 members and
50, 000 supporters in New Jersey, but our 2 mllion

nati onwi de. We believe that this proposal is a bad
proposal both environmentally and economcally. W
believe that this proposal will not only hurt the
environment in construction, but it will become an
export facility. And the reason is it's very easy to
change the rules once you build it, once you get a
permt because you can say it's underutilized,

t herefore, we have to switch it. You can say that we

have the same technol ogy and no one is comng in because

it's on board ship today. And we're going through this
in Maryland with another facility that was supposed to
be and it was |icensed as and there was an ACO that it
was supposed to be inport only and it's now trying to
become an export facility because the | aw changed. So
believe when that statement was made that it was just
more gas added to the atnosphere.

We're very concerned about this facility,
one, because the coast of New Jersey is irreplaceabl e;
two, it's in areas of the state, of our coast that are
i mportant for fisheries, for shipping. They're also in
areas where we would like to see windm|ls being built.
And we believe this interferes with this. Quite

frankly, given all the gas that is in this country,
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there is no reason for an inmport facility. W' ve got a
100-year supply. We believe we need an LNG facility off
our coast |like we need another superstorm W're also
concerned about the potential of secondary inmpacts of

pi pelines being built fromthe Marcellus Shale and in
shal e areas of Pennsylvania heading eastward. W're

dealing with six of them including one yesterday where

they're doing drilling under the Del aware Water Gap and
the road collapsed fromit. And here we're going to be
tal ki ng about using mllions of gallons of fluid and

every time there's a ship you're going to be discharging
mllions of gallons of chemcally treated water. W
think that this is a danger. You're here to -- at this
scoping we talk about EIS. There's only one sure way of
protecting the environment. Don't permt. Very sinple.
We are also here because we believe that

this will underm ne clean energy and our future. Quite
frankly, we're at a crossroads in this country where we
can have clean air and clean water and renewabl e energy
or we can be tied to the fossil fuels of the past and
that's what we see this project as. You know, when you
deal with devel opment issues, you know, so many tinmes
you see a devel opment they call Stone Ridges where it
took off the top of a mountain or WII| owbrook where you

filled in the wet | ands. And calling this Liberty is
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really an insult. This is the opposite of l|iberty.

This is chaining us to technol ogy of the past and
chaining us to fossil fuels. And we believe that the
only way to protect the environment is not to build it.
If we want to have a strong coast and we want to have a
clean energy future, we do not need LNG. W do not need
t he danger fromit. In case there's a spill, it's not
really a spill, it's freezing and exploding. And quite
frankly, we believe we're better off with clean energy
and not this project.

(Appl ause)

MS. MATHER: Thank you. M. Wal sh?

MR. WALSH: | had sone people ask ne to ask
you if there's a way to turn up the volunme because
peopl e are having trouble hearing the speakers.

MS. MATHER: Here's the volume, okay. Thank
you. | appreciate the feedback.

MR. WALSH: Can | get an extra 30 seconds?

MS. MATHER: No.

MR. WALSH: My name is Jim Wal sh. ' mthe
M dAtl antic director for Food and Water Watch. You
know, this is about what we're going to ook at this
project as, what this project is going to be at the end
of the day and the evaluation of that project. And the

conpany by calling this an inport facility is trying to
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narrow that picture. Not that | feel any better about

t hem doing fracking in Africa, South Africa, North
Africa or Europe and then bringing that gas here as
they're essentially proposing to do, but the econom cs
don't make sense for this project. The gas industry

ri ght now is producing gas through fracking at about 25
percent of the cost, which means that they're losing a
tremendous anount of money on every well they frack and
sell in the United States. In Europe where they're able
to sell the gas for six times as much or Asia where
they're able to sell the gas for eight times as much is
what the industry broadly wants to do. To ignore the
econom cs of this project would be a disgrace to the
people in this room and the communities that will be

i mpacted by it. But beyond that, their goal is to
segnment this project down so that when they apply for

t hat export permt, they don't have to |look at this part
of the project. The industry is constantly trying to
segment these projects into smaller and small er chunks
so that we can't |l ook at the big picture, so that we're
not | ooking at the pipelines that are being built across
t he highlands the sanme time that we're | ooking at a
project that's threatening our ocean life. So that
we're not | ooking at fracking wells being drilled in

Pennsyl vania and comunities |ike Dinmock who had their
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wat er poi soned because of this process. Their goal is
to keep you from | ooking at the soci oeconom c inpact of
t he people in Jersey or Pennsylvania that were evicted
fromtheir honmes so the fracking industry could extract
water to drill for natural gas in Central Pennsylvani a.
They don't want you to | ook at those soci oeconom c
projects, but you need to. They don't want you to | ook
at impacts that this is having on farm ng and
agricultural, rural areas and food production. They
want you to | ook at a very narrow segnent of this
project which even on those grounds should be rejected

because we have a future that is in front of us and we

have a decision to make about where that future will go.

WIIl this be a future that continues to drive us toward
climate change and continues to threaten our drinking
wat er and continues to threaten public health and
continues to threaten our democracy with compani es that
i nfluence our political process through canpaign
contribution to nove processes like this forward? Or i
it going to be one where we listen to the people who
want our future, who want a future for our children, wh
want clean drinking water, who want an ocean we can fis
in, or who want to have farns that are providing safe
food for our comunities? W have a project that's

ahead of us that you are responsible for |ooking at in

S

S

o

h
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very inmportant and deli berate way. | ask you as the
Ameri can Adm ni stration of Coast Guard and a private
contractor which | also have issues with that | won't go
into now, privatizing our EIS project is also ridiculous
as far as |'m concerned, but you have a responsibility
to look at the entirety of this project and not just at
what Liberty has put in front of you. Look at the
econom cs, you will see that this will fail with the
econom cs of what they're proposing and | ook at the
entirety of the project.

MS. MATHER: Thank you, M. Walsh. Thank
you. Cindy Zipf? Cindy Zipf? And behind Cindy will be
Sean Dixon. So if Sean wants to get available at some
poi nt .

MS. ZI PF: Good eveni ng, everyone. Thank

you so nmuch for joining us here. Thank you for finding

your way.
(Appl ause)
MS. MATHER: You need to, please, | ask you
to be quiet. It's comng off of her tinme.
MS. ZI PF: My name is Cindy Zipf. ' m

executive director of Clean Ocean Action and we're here
because Liberty Natural Gas, a nysterious, unwel come,
foreign-affiliated corporation will not take no for an

answer. And Liberty is using its sizeable and




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

28

consi derabl e noney and influence in Washington to nove
this federal process forward. W' re not happy, at all,
that the Maritime Adm nistration Coast Guard has chosen
to ignore the Jersey Shore by not holding a public
hearing and only holding the hearing here in Edi son when
the pipeline comes within 13 mles of Sandy Hook. It is
not fair for you to ignore the Jersey Shore and we wil
not be ignored, which is why many of them are here today
and we are going to continue speaking out tomorrow.

This project purports to be an inmport
facility. It just doesn't square with the financial,
economc reality of today. The United States is at near
zero for inports. That's not my nunber, it's the
federal government's nunmber. And expected to be zero,
near zero out to 2030. We have 40 times the capacity
within today's infrastructure, including along the
M dAtl antic region to bring in liquified natural gas.

We don't need it. We know this is about exports.
There's too nuch nmoney and Marcellus Shale is only right
across, over across the river right there and England is
across the pond. That nmakes all the sense in the world
and it's a bait-and-switch trojan horse and we know it.
Your words that the |law, that the application is not
about exports are just words. It's the | aw. It's the

Congressional |aw that would allow you to make it an
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export facility. And once it's there, it's there. It
there for decades. And it can change nanes. It can
change conpani es. Ri ght now it's this unknown conpany
in the Cayman |Islands, it could be sold right away to
anot her corporation, a massive corporation for gas
exports. So the prom ses fromthe company that it's
only going to be an inport facility fall on deaf ears.
The reality is it's about exports. And the security

i ssues are something that we're very much concer ned
about. Our U.S. Coast Guard, notw thstandi ng our

chall enges with them on this hearing today, but are
champi ons and defender of our coast. And we know t hat
t hey are underfunded and understaffed to do what they
need to do just right now. In fact, in 2007 a report
that we did, we quoted the general accounting offices
saying the units of the Coast Guard report insufficient
resources to neet its own self-inposed security
standards such as exporting ships containing LNG  That
was in 2007 and that was when there were only five LNG
ports. There are a | ot nore now. So that's very, very
alarmng. The security issues are very, very real and
this is right at the front door of the port of New York
and New Jersey and the nost densely popul ated urbanized
area in Anmerica.

For these reasons and many, many, nany nore

S
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is why Governor Christie vetoed the project because it's
risky for the environment, it's risky for our econony
and it's risky for our national security. So we want to
know, this project should have been dead in the water a
long time ago. And that's what we're going to nmake sure
it is, dead in the water.

(Appl ause)

MS. MATHER: Thank you. The next person is
Sean Di xon and behind, who | think is right there, is
Robert Remm So Robert, if you wanted to get ready, but
Sean, you're on.

MR. DI XON: Thank you very much. First
speaking to the el oquent statement we heard today about
MARAD choosing to license this project and it being a
license for export only, that is very true. A license
can be made with conditions that this be for inports.
Unfortunately for us, a license under the Deepwater Port
Act can be amended and conditions can be revoked. One
change in adm nistration could change your concl usion
t hat MARAD woul d choose to require a new application.
That is not something that is set in stone, a license or
a licensed condition. Any of these prom ses cannot
override the Congressional |aw covering these |icenses.
No review during license amendnment. No review during

condition revocati on. Those are built into the | aw
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whi ch supercedes any agreement and any conditions we put
on the license. So if this is truly about scoping and
if those are truly |legal options for the future and

t hese port licenses go on forever, then those nmust be
included in the review.

Second, if Liberty had taken their needs
assessnment and waited one week for nore data, their
i mport projections would not have overstated the
condition of the current market by 471 percent. That's
a huge nunber to be off by. So the needs for this mnust
be reeval uated. If there's no need, then their
soci oeconom ¢ conclusions, their export concl usions,
their import conclusions, all of their statements that
this market pl ace somehow wants inports even though no
one else in the country does, they need to be
reeval uat ed.

Finally, on this point, please follow the
money. Li berty has made up a lot of information in this
and unlike things that had to do with say whal es and
endangered species where every inmpact to every single
fish can be articulated clearly in this assessnment,

Li berty is allowed to make up data on jobs and how many
mllions of dollars that's going to bring to the
communi ty. So if this review takes into account

specifics on everything else for the environment, for
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the industry, for coast

safety and security, al

t hey should be required to take the sanme specificity and

apply it to their

to ten jobs would be created by this over

And | need these agencies in this review to tell me why
six to ten long-term jobs override the absolute
legitimate existing and real interest of 600, 000.
Because | have three mnutes to speak and | believe |
only have about 20 seconds left. | want to have
everyone in here cheer and join me in saying please, do
not have this project. | got 15 nmpre seconds.

(Appl ause)

MS. MATHER: Well, I'm sorry, but |I'm going
to stop you from doing that. This is not the point. I
need to rem nd you, please, that this is a public
heari ng. It is not a rally. There are other
opportunities for rallies. And if this public hearing
cannot proceed, then it will not proceed.

A VO CE: W don't need the |ecture.

MS. MATHER: Pl ease, | am merely restating
t he comments. |'"d like to now get Robert -- | think
Robert, you're right there?

MR. REMM Yes.

MS. MATHER: And after Robert will be Derek

proj ections.

lines, for devel opment, for

| of the econom es of the shore,

Agai n, they say only six

the | ong haul .
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Pope. Go ahead, Robert.

MR. REMM My name is Robert Remm R-e-mm
| " m ol der than many of you, maybe even nmost of you. I
was here for -- well, first, the first gallon of gas
that | bought was 25 cents, for ny car. | was here when
OPEC came into creation for the first oil shortage. I
was here when there was a wholesale rush fromoil to
natural gas and a moratorium was placed on the
avail ability of natural gas. | was in the HVAC business
at the time and |I've witnessed the necessity for a
second stream of alternate fuel to oil and to natural
gas. | got into the air conditioning and heating
busi ness, into the solar red tag and wi nd energy
busi ness and have been a proponent for it for that many
years. But | also am cogni zant of the fact that solar
and wi nd energy and sol ar al pacas and any ot her form of
alternate energy that we currently have cannot possibly
meet the demand for energy that we have now. All you
have to do is take a | ook at the number of cars crossing
the Driscoll Bridge at rush hour just to get a concept
of how much energy that we need. | al so know t hat
natural gas, the role of the basket of fuels that are
avail able, fossil fuels that are available currently is
the only one that's really environmentally and

acceptable to our needs in the interim between now and




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

34

when we are a nation that's capabl e of producing our

energy in the volumes necessary by alternate means of

ener gy production. That being the case, |

it is necessary to have a means of transporting that
fuel here to the eastern seaboard, to prevent having

anot her one of those noratoriuns. | believe that of al

of the means necessary to do that, whether

| and and transportation or new pipelines or what have

you, | believe the one with the |east inmpact on the
environment is probably this port. Havi ng sons wor ki ng
in the oil industry, daughter-in-law is working at Corps

of Engi neers servicing ships in the petrol

natural gas transportation industry, | believe it's a
safe industry. | believe that nmuch of the rhetoric that
we hear -- | call it rhetoric, most of you people take
it to heart that it really means somet hing. It's very

i mportant to your future and your safety and your

concerns, but | believe that they are for
unf ounded. | "msorry, | have a different
most of the people in this room | suppor
t he port.

MS. MATHER: Thank you, sir.
after Derek is Don Weinshenker, | think.
meanti me, Derek, you're on.

MR. POPE: Hi . Thank you for

bel i eve that

it be over

eum and in the

t he nost part,
opi nion than

t the project,

Der ek Pope and

In the

t aki ng ny
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comment s. My wife and | are from Long |Island, New York.
We couldn't make it | ast night, but we feel so strongly
about this that we wanted to come out here. And from
researching this a little bit, it seens that at best,
this is just not necessary. You know, how would
inputting, importing natural gas and assum ng that that
really is the purpose of this pipeline, how does that
contribute to our goal of energy independence? It just
doesn't make sense to ne. But at worst and what | think
this really, really is, if we |ook at one of the --
number three under requirements for the issuance of this
license, was that it fits with our national interest and
that's consistent with our natural policy goals and
objectives. And so what |'m wondering is how anything

t hat pushes us closer to nonrenewable dirty energy
sources, brings us anywhere closer to something that's
in our national interest. And if we really do care, if
we're | ooking for a true alternative, if we are
considering the alternatives, | think the alternatives
has to be something that noves us away fromthis,
sonmething |ike wind or geothermal and solar. And the
way | see it, the only real problems with those,
especially solar and geothermal, for exanple, is that

t hen you have people owning the means of producing their

own energy as opposed to a few corporations owning them
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And if we really care about our national security and
national interest, that's what we should fight for. \%Y;
wife and | are both teachers. W're part of a union.
We care about jobs and we care about workers' rights.
And if we think about |long-term imagine all the jobs
created if we switched to an infrastructure powered by
renewabl e energy and how that would be good for all of
us. So | oppose this project. Thank you.

MS. MATHER: Thank you. Don, and then after
Don is Loui se. So Don is getting hinmself up there. And
Don, then if you could spell your |ast name.

MR. WEI NSHENKER: It's actually Dan and it's
We-i-n-s-h-e-n-k-e-r. Once again, ny nane is Dan and
|"m from Food & Water Watch. Thank you for this hearing
and for the opportunity to speak and comment today about
Li berty Natural Gas' |atest proposal to build a
deepwater liquified natural gas inmport/export facility
of f the coast of New York and New Jersey. Of course
just two years ago, Governor Christie rejected a nearly
identical proposal. W supported those decisions then
and we expect that he won't be persuaded by the current
application. ' m here today on behalf of Food & Water
Watch's members and activists across this state to urge
you to fully consider the consequences of |icensing this

project in your scoping process. W maintain that if
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you do, you will recomend that no action -- that there
will be no action and reject the application. W urge
you not only to address negative inmpacts on the marine's
ecosystens and on the future of offshore wi nd energy

production, but to also include the negative inpacts

that |icensing exports fromthis facility will have on
communities across the northeast. Exports woul d spur
more drilling in the hydraulic fracture, more fracking,

more quickly resulting in even nore destructive econom cC
bust once the gas is gone and the industry noves on. W
are aware that Liberty's intent is just to use the
facility for imports, but there's no reason to believe

t hat market forces won't |leave themto revisit this

i ntent. First, current |aw as recently anmended makes
clear the request of deepwater port |icense would also
allow for exports. Second, exports are an essenti al

part of the oil and gas industry's effort to create new
sources for demands for unconventional natural gas or
shal e gas. Put simply, the drilling and fracking

i ndustry needs natural gas prices to rise. Current
domestic prices barely make it profitable for themto
drill and frack for shale gas, given the high capital,
deep horizontal drilling and the high volume multistage
fracking. Nat ural gas prices in Europe and Asia are a

different story. And the U.S. Departnment of Energy has
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seen a flurry of new applications from conmpani es seeking
authority to export natural gas. Current applications
woul d amount to an export capacity equivalent to over 40
percent of U.S. consunption. There's every reason to
believe that Liberty's Port Anmbrose project, once
licensed, would join this frenzy. Accelerated drilling
and fracking to fulfill export contracts, will only
intensify the negative inpacts from comunities that sit
above Marcellas Shale and fracking can be expected to
strike to the Utica which also |lies beneath New York
into the Newark basins beneath nuch of New Jersey. The
risks to our health, communities and environment from
fracking include truckl oads of toxic and radi oactive
waste that can contam nate watersheds and poison
underground drinking water supplies. Hazar dous air
pol l utants including carcinogens and neurotoxins spread
into the air, endangering comunities and putting our
farms and food at risk, and massive amounts of methane,
a maj or cause of climte change dunmps into the
at mosphere. You may be tenmpted to dism ss these
concerns by saying this project isn't intended for
export or by saying that the potential capacity for
export wouldn't be |arge enough to have a significant
i mpact .

MS. MATHER: Thank you very much.
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(Appl ause)

MS. MATHER: Louise? | thought that m ght
be why you were kind of moving up. And Margo Pellegrino
will be after you.

MS. USECHAK: Thank you. My name is Louise
Usechak and |I'm speaking on behalf of the League of
Women Voters of New Jersey. The |eague is a
non-partisan, non-profit organization and it's |long held
t he position supporting clean air, clean water and
protection of natural resources. It is in pursuit of
t hese goals that we oppose the application for Liberty
Nat ural Gas' Port Anmbrose, a liquified natural gas off
of the New Jersey, New York coast. This is the sane
application Liberty Natural Gas put forward in 2010
whi ch we opposed and which Governor Christie vetoed in
2011. Li berty has only nmoved its | ocation. However ,
since the deepwater port act was amended December 2012,
any license approved now will allow an LNG facility to
i mport, export or change the one use together over its
lifetime. Therefore, the Environmental |npact Statement
for this application needs to take into account all the
direct and indirect inpacts that could result fromthis
facility's use over its lifetime. Air pollution and
gl obal climte change come primarily from the use of

fossil fuels. The League strongly supports efforts to
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move to renewabl e energy so that we can reduce
greenhouse gas em ssi ons. Port Ambrose would be in
direct conflict with the proposal to build a wind farm
in the area. This project poses a security risk,

shi ppi ng | ane (inaudi ble) by the east coast, the port of
New York and New Jersey and would create a slow down in
cumberstring (sic) in the 9-to-12-nmonth constructi on
phase. A one-mle exclusion zone around the proposed
termnal will be required when ships are in port as well
as when they are entering or leaving it. The
construction and operation of this port potentially
threatens -- will inpact the commercial and recreational
fishing industries and potentially threatening marine
life as many fish species are mgratory. Superstorm
Sandy has shown us that the waves in the area can be

| ethal and the EI'S should evaluate the inmpact of future
storms of this magnitude. We are extremely di sappointed
in the Maritime Adm nistration and the Coast Guard for
not providing the citizens of New York and New Jersey a
fair and reasonabl e opportunity to evaluate the 1,500
pages of this project application that have been made
avail able to the public. The Federal Register notice of
t hese hearings was released on June 24th, |ess than
three weeks ago. The residents of our state need nore

time to evaluate this application. We strongly urge the
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Maritime Adm nistration and the Coast Guard to hold

addi ti onal scoping hearings in affected areas, |

the New Jersey coast and upstream communiti es where

natural gases drill. W also request an independent
environmental inmpact assessnment and an extension in the
public coment period to 120 days. Thank you.

MS. MATHER: Thank you.

(Appl ause)

MS. MATHER: Margo is where? Margo is on
her way and then Heather is after that person.

MS. PELLEGRI NO: Hi , al oha. "' m Mar go
Pell egrino and |I'm a coastal paddler. And this actually
wasn't what | started out to say because | was going to
say other things, but really on the face of it, having

paddl ed the east coast Mam to Maine and Seattle to San
Diego and a little above Mam to New Orl eans,

tell you that the New York waterways are probably the

busi est consistently in the country. You don't

MARCO pl anni ng tool M dAtl antic Regional Counci

Nation -- look it up -- to tell you that
just | ooking at boat traffic and submarine cables and et

cetera, et cetera, this is a disaster waiting to happen.

| also paddled in the Chesapeake and |

termnal. And the marine police had their

just keeping recreational fishermen out

paddl ed by an LNG

of what

holy mackerel,

hands full

ncl udi ng

can

need the

| call
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t he playground, you know, that area you're not all owed
to go or they confiscate your boat if you happen to go
in there nore than two times? Yes, they have little
cameras and they will confiscate your boat, so | was
told by the recreational fishernmen. On its face that's
a disaster, just in such a highly, highly popul ated

ar ea. Thi s New York/ New Jersey bight, we are not a
sacrificial lamb for the east coast. W do not want to
be like the Gulf of Mexico. W are sorry for the people
in the Gulf of Mexico, but we do not want to be I|ike
them. We want to protect what we have. This project is
really synbolic. You can't really call it a line in the
sand because we're tal king about the water in the ocean.
You guys have the opportunity to do for the country and
to make a conmment and take a stand agai nst what we know
is a really bad, bad idea. | nport from unstabl e
third-world countries? Of course you're going to be
exporting. W already see what's happening in the

m ddle east. We're trying to extricate ourselves from
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan and | believe there were

pi pelines tal ked about into Afghanistan. lt's nuts. At
some point we have to say that yes, we need
alternatives. W need sustainable energy. The jobs are
actually there. VWhen we had the gas crisis and gas went

up to $4 a gallon, people cut their usage for gas by 14
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percent .
Pri uses.
can t ot al

you talk

the new devel opments in alternative and sustainable

ener gi es,

guts to do it, you guys please do find sonme intestinal

fortitude to do what is right. Thank you.

-- 1 can'

right? Heather and then | believe Ernest Docs would be

after you.

l"ma staff scientist with Clean Ocean Action. My PhD.
is in oceanography. Li berty says they will inport gas.
The facts say they will export gas, yet none of the
environmental impacts fromthe energy intensive

l'iquification process have been included in the

applicati

coul d be

noi se and water pollution inmpacts and nmore, nust be

consi dered now. Li berty says that the project will have

no effect

whal es.

Habit al one, they didn't go suddenly getting
Yes, it's a little bit of hard work, but we
ly do it and there are plenty of jobs. When

about fuel efficiency, conservation and all of

pl ease hel p us. | f Congress doesn't have the

(Appl ause)
MS. MATHER: Thank you. The next person is

t even call people if they can't hear, al

MS. SAFFERT: My nanme is Heather Saffert.

on. As you know, once built, this facility

converted to an export facility. The air,

or no |likely adverse affects on endangered

The facts say the whales are negatively
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i mpact ed. Several of these endangered species occur
regularly in the New York bight, including the North
Atl antic right whale, fin whales, humpback whal es and
even bl ue whal es have been found to be seen at Fire

| sland in New York. According to government reviewers
of the application, detailed current and correct
assessnments of endangered and threatened species still
need to be done. Li berty says that additional tanker
traffic is likely to result in only a small increase in
the risk of vessel strikes to marine mammal s and sea
turtles. The facts say these endangered and threatening
animals are to be subject to multiple stresses. There
are only about 300 to 350 North Atlantic right whales
left. So even a few strikes can have | arge inpacts on
t he popul ati on. Government reviewers, they say that
risk of ship strikes has not been properly eval uated.

Li berty says that noise inmpacts will be negligible given
background noise |evels. Government reviewers say that
no supporting data was noted to verify Liberty's
conclusion. Sound is essential for marine life to
thrive. Li berty does not assess noise inmpacts to

pl ankton or fish and has inaccurately assessed i npacts
to marine manmals. Site specific analysis is stil
needed. Li berty says that air pollution will have

negligi ble inmpacts within the port region, but does
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acknowl edge that they are going to exceed the standard
for nitrogen em ssions. Government reviewers say that
not all em ssion data and nodeling have been incl uded
yet . Based on the data that has been provided for

i mporting tankers, there will be over 100 tons of

pol lution, pollutants including smg form ng chem cal s,
particul ates, hazardous toxins and greenhouse gases that
will be emtted every year fromthis facility that
produces no usabl e energy. Li berty says that no tanker
di scharges of the port during normal operation. The
facts say if exports do occur, mllions of gallons of
bal | ast water will be discharged as liquified gas is

| oaded. Government reviewers again say the data used
for analysis are taken from an environnment that is not
representative of the condition and habitat found at the
site. | could go on and on, but |I'm going to stop now
and say that the facts show that this project is
damagi ng to our conmmunities.

MS. MATHER: Thank you very much.

MS. SAFFERT: The Liberty --

MS. MATHER: Thank you. Er nest Docs and
after Ernest is David, | believe it's Doll, but David.
Er nest .

MR. DOCS: Yes, | think it's pathetic that

there's only one page of information and supposedly the
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application was over 1,500 pages to the Coast Guard.

| " m very di sappointed that the Coast Guard is sponsoring
this project. And also I'd Iike to mention that the gas
and oil industry has a very bad history of worker

safety. And |I'm very disappointed that the union is
supporting this when there's been a big gas expl osion
here in Edison. There was a gas explosion with the
WIilliams pipeline in this area within the |last few
mont hs and | would just |like to know why we can't get
anynmore informati on around why there's no information on
the Liberty company. And also it seens that our
representatives do not support it. Governor Christie
does not support this project, so | don't know why the
Coast Guard is pushing this project to be done in the
coast of New Jersey. And anybody could go on the

i nternet and get 500 pages on the Coast Guard

regul ations, but | didn't come to this neeting to get
Coast Guard regul ati ons. | want some information on
this project, which is not in that room over there, or
hardly any information is in that room | would just
like to say that | think more information should be
avai l able to the public and 30 days is hardly enough
time when the Liberty conmpany probably had many years to
submt information to the US Coast Guard. Thank you.

MS. MATHER: Thank you. David Doll and then
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after David is Larraine Saver. Davi d.

MR. DOLL: Thank you for having me here.
Where do we start? Like Leonardo Davinci said, if you
| ook at the big picture you connect all the dots. Our
bodi es are 75 percent water. Water is the nost
i mportant resource on this planet, bar none. W thout
clean, clear drinking water, we have nothing. W have

nothing to live on and it's the source of our life.

Having said that, | live in Brooklyn and it took an act

of Congress to make Gateway National Recreation area
which is where Congress wants to allow a pipeline to
come through Reese Park which is our beach. They want

to put an industrial area into a national recreation

area. So we have sonme issues with that. | don't know
where we're supposed to go after that. | can't afford
to go to the Hanptons or to the Jersey shore. And after
Superstorm Sandy, | think we all understand that there
is climate change, that it's not just -- people are
still saying, "Well, the weather is a little bit off,6"
but the weather is not just a little bit off. Things
are not right. It's not the way it was. " m 56 years

old and | can notice the difference in ny lifetime. And

it's funny, | remember as a kid they said 50 years ago
t hey said, sonmeday solar energy and all of this stuff

going to be viable, but not now. So now it's 50 years

i's
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| ater and they're still saying, sonmeday we're going to
get there, like over the rainbow. It's here, the
technol ogy is here now. It's been proven. They're

doing in it in Spain, in Germany, in other countries
over in Europe. The oil industry has a strangle hold on
our economy and on our lives. They're killing us.

Cancer is through the roof in this country. Let's start

connecting all the dots on what's going on. The guys

who did the drilling and the fracking out in
Pennsylvania will not drink the water that came out of
Craig Stevens well, but they said it's safe. Peopl e are

getting sick from California, Colorado, Pennsylvania and
the industry is so powerful that it has gag orders
agai nst doctors, that they're not allowed to speak out
against this. This is not the kind of democracy | would
like to live in. You guys, | can't believe that you
guys may be the arbiters to decide whether or not we're
going to have a clean planet or not. And |I hope to God
that you will do the right thing for yourselves and for
your children and for anybody else that you care and
| ove. We only have one planet. There's no planet B and
we have to take care of this place.

(Appl ause)

MS. MATHER: Larraine is comng up and then

Rachel Davis, but Larraine.
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MS. SAUER: My nanme is Larraine Sauer, and
|"ma senior citizen from Bergen County, an outraged
senior citizen, and ny belief is that the residents of
this state cannot allow the fossil fuel industry to
contam nate our beaches, our |land and the m ghty
Atlantic. W need and we want clean energy. As
t axpayers, we're tired of subsidizing dirty fossil
fuel s. It's time to start devel oping clean energy on a
massi ve scal e. In New Jersey, the electricity in our
homes can now be powered by wi nd energy through a
third-party supplier. | f anyone is interested in
converting their homes, call 888-444-9452. W want
clean energy for future generations. W want our | egacy
to be clean energy, not the destruction of our precious
resources. Thank you.

(Appl ause)

MS. MATHER: After Rachel is Lindsay
Mc Namar a.

MS. DAVIS: Thank you. My name is Rachel
Dawn Davi s. | I'ive in Manal apan, New Jersey where | sit
on the Manal apan Environmental Comm ssion and | am
connected to every environmental comm ssion in New
Jersey, and well as environmental comm ssions in the
state that this project touches and affects directly as

wel | as across the country. | am also the co-founder of
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the Mother's Project for Sustainable Energy here in New

Jersey and again, nationally and globally. And |I'm here

spending time as a new nother away from ny young famly
to state my extreme opposition to this project. And 1|
here. Of course, | could have submtted a coment on a
website, but | wanted you to look into nmy eyes and see

my face and hear nmy voice, and understand that this is

unacceptable. This nightmarish future that |I'm spendi ng

my time talking to you about is |udicrous. M. Keith -
| can't see your |ast name -- you tal ked about financia

responsibility in your opening letter. And frankly,

that financial responsibility that the conpany literally

woul d be subject to, that is not adequate. There's no
amount of nmoney that you can throw at a problem when it

potentially happens. We know this from significant

cases of evidence where communities have been devast at ed

by natural gas infrastructure, all sorts of types and

we're seeing this here in New Jersey in Roseland with

this compressure station that's been re-erected. Peopl e

are experiencing issues of nausea, dizziness and this is

just one project. This is one type of project. You
know, we frankly cannot drink money. W cannot eat
money, we cannot breathe noney whether it's in dollars,
pounds, yens, what have you. And | wanted to share, I

much rather spend ny time, which is quite limted as I

m

d

m
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sure you can imagine, | have a one-year-old -- talking
about the econom c and social benefits. Nowher e does
this project talk about the social costs which are
absolutely real and perhaps quantifiable, but again, not
because you cannot quantify the anmounts of cancer,

| eukem a, asthma, et cetera. You cannot put a price on
my child's health. So, again, the rhetoric that this
natural gas is a necessary bridge fuel to the future, to
our econom c¢ security, this is just that, rhetoric.

It's not something that my generation as we continue to
build young famlies, will stand for at all. And it's
somet hi ng where we will get rid of these types of

proposal s going forward. And apparently we have to deal

with this still right now, but it will conme to an end.
Again, | urge you and echo other folks -- we talked
about this before -- to focus on the fact that this

company is talking about a little bit of profit for a
little bit of people and | really want you to understand
that the time that you should be spending and the
subj ect that we should be tal king about is a |livable,
sustai nable future for ny famly, your famly and so
many ot hers throughout our country. Thanks.

(Appl ause)

MS. MATHER: Thank you. | think it's

Li ndsay and Macailagh will be after Lindsay. And




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

52

Li ndsay, you're on your way up.

MS. McNAMARA: Hell o, nmy nanme is Lindsay
McNamara from Cl ean Ocean Action. Thank you for the
opportunity to speak on this inmportant issue. | have
six points to make about the Liberty Natural Gas
project, Port Ambrose. First, Clean Ocean Action shares
a number of worries that the Bureau of Ocean Energy
Management has with this project. One was concer ned
with the proximty of Port Ambrose to a proposed w nd
tower project. There is no doubt that |arge ships nove
in and out of the area and that safety nmeasures are
necessary to ensure that the risk of ships colliding is
m nim zed. Li berty's statenment that the LNG port would
only have a mniml effect on the proposed wind facility
needs to be given further consideration, especially
since the LNG tankers that would be traversing the area
are as long as the Enpire State Building is tall.
Second, nmeans of proposed pipeline |location for Port
Anbrose is a fault line. The New York bight has seen
eart hquakes on the Richter Scale of 4.5 and above and
experienced several thousand shocks a year. Li berty
says that no seismc activity has taken place recently,
and therefore the region is at mniml risk. Just
because there hasn't been an earthquake recently,

doesn't nean that there will not be one in the future.
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Let's |l ook at recent climate trends. Who expected a
superstorm | i ke Sandy? Just over the past few weeks,

t here have been disaster declarations for eight counties
in New York to have planned for these natural disasters
in the future and take them into consideration for new
energy projects. Third, in the |ast week a fracking
site exploded in West Virginia, injuring seven people.
Just yesterday, a four mle wide natural gas leak in the
Gul f of Mexico occurred while the conmpany was attenpting
to permanently plug the well. Bottom line, is that
natural gas is dangerous. Fourth, according to the DOE
safety study from 2012, if Port Anbrose were to
experience a breach in spill, as nuch as 40 percent of
the LNG spill fromthe vessel's cargo tank is likely to
remain in a vessel structure, |leading to expensive
cryogenic fracturing and damage to the LNG vessel
structural steel, quote, "causing the vessel to be

di sabl ed, severely damaged and at the risk of sinking."
Fifth, in the same study, the DOE found that if the LNG
port were to breach, the vessel would not be able to
move to safe anchorage and require a long tinme to

moni tor, inspect and assess the damage, all while
potentially on fire, creating an extremely crowded firey
ocean with | ot of shipping | anes. Six, from Governor

Christie's veto, the Liberty project would also present
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significant security risks to our state through
increased demand on the US Coast Guard and our state
Homel and Security personnel and first responders. The
Li berty project would, quote, "create a heightened risk
in a densely devel oped region including potenti al
accidents or sabotage, disrupting commerce in the Port
of New York and New Jersey. In conclusion, Liberty

Nat ural Gas Port Anmbrose is an extremely dangerous
proposal because of its interference with proposed wi nd
turbines, the risk of massive storms |ike Sandy, the
potential for a sinking pool fire in the m ddl e of

shi pping | anes near the | argest port on the east coast
and the burden it could bring to our first responders

and the risk it brings to our communities. Thank you.

(Appl ause)
MS. MATHER: | believe it's not M. MCue,
excuse ne, and then after her is G enn Arthur | think it

is, but go ahead.

MS. McCUE: Hi, nmy name is Macail agh McCue
and I'm here with Clean Ocean Acti on. It is
di si ngenuous for Liberty and the Maritime adm nistration
to say that this proposal is anything other than the
exact same project that Governor Christie vetoed 16
mont hs ago. He said, and | quote, "This project would

present unacceptable and substantial risks in state's
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resi dents, natural resources, economy and security."”

One week aft

application

was still applicable. They were told by the Attorney

General that
as to both t

project wll

t he exact same bad i dea. VWhile these concerns are still

with us, it

denied today. Wth the coastal devastation that
occurred from Sandy, the recovery efforts that are still

underway and the market switch to favoring export

facilities,

st opped. Not only is this the same proposal, it could
easily become an export facility. You say that you are
going to condition the |license, but according to Section

4El1, the secretary shall amend or rescind any condition

that is no | onger necessary. If it's no | onger needed
for inports, this will be allowed for exports. Thank
you.

MS. MATHER: Thank you. M. Arthur and then
after you is Linda Reik, | believe. Go ahead, sir.

| " m chairman of the New Jersey Council of Diving Clubs,

a non-profit

er he said no, Liberty amended their

and formally asked the Governor if his veto

Governor Christie's veto remai ned in effect

he original and revised application. This

have the exact same inmpact, just making it

is even nmore urgent for this project to be

it is inperative that this project be

MR. ARTHUR: Good eveni ng. Gl enn Arthur.

corporation incorporated in 1956. I
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represent the scuba divers in the New York blight area
from New Jersey, Pennsylvania and New York. W are al
vol unt eer sport divers and we are very concerned with
what goes on in the ocean. W actually see what goes on
in the bottom on the sand with the fish and the
crustacean and the shellfish that are out there. One of
the things we are concerned with are the safety and the
security zones that will be around these turfs, how nuch
of that will restrict our sport, as well as the safety
and security zones around the incom ng and its outgoing
ships, which if | go by what was published by another
proposal in Long Island Sound, would be two nautical
mles in front of the ship, one nautical mle behind it
and .37 nautical mles on both sides. It takes about 18
m nutes for a ship at 10 knots to go past. We're
concerned that in our areas where we are diving, this
itemis going to be in those areas. And are these ships
that are also going to be in those areas, are they going
to abide by the international and federal |laws on the
out put and the divers' down flags? These ships don't
move very fast, | understand that, but how can they
maneuver if there is a dive boat with divers in the
water in front of them? That's one of our concerns.

As a private citizen, | have been on the

internet lately and | have right on nmy phone right now,
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a docunment that shows 27 applications of existing
deepwat er ports and | and based LNG term nal s. O the 27
applications, as of May 17th this year for exporting, 23
have been approved for fair trade agreenent states,

whi ch means any international state that has agreed with
a fair trade act, fair trade agreement, these facilities
are already okayed for exporting. Of those 27 that
apply for nations outside the FTA, two so far have only
been approved. Now how hard is it for this turret that
is going to be placed if it is placed, how hard is it
going to be to have a ship that liquifies conme in,
hookup to it and export the fuel? | don't see anything
-- like you say, they are only applying for inmports, but
| understand physically the only change would be to have
a liquification ship come in.

MR. LESNI CK: I f would you like to talk
about it, I'lIl talk about it.

MR. ARTHUR: That would be great. Thank you
very much. Like | said, as divers, we're concerned
about access to the places that we already are diving
and the hazards that will come about if these ships conme
in. Thank you.

(Appl ause)

MS. MATHER: Thank you. After Linda is

Martin Donohue and Linda is com ng forward.
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MS. REI K: H, |

County, New York. The problemw th this project is that

it is cited right where the

proposed. There couldn't be a nore stark or obvious
choice for New York's energy future than this choice.
W nd power on one hand or nore gas on the other? Steel
wor kers buil ding pipelines or steel workers buil ding
turbines? Laying on the beach, |ooking out to sea and
feeling good about the green energy on the horizon or

| ayi ng on the beach and wonderi ng what exactly you're

inhaling? It is known that

24/ 7 sendi ng heat trapping methane gas straight into our

at mosphere. Most of us know by now that uncaptured

met hane rel eased by the gas

is 100 times more heat trapping than carbon di oxide in
the first 20 years after em ssion and 30 times nmore heat
trappi ng than carbon di oxide at 100 years after

em ssion. Therefore, the gas industry's inability to

contain methane em ssions is a significant cause of

gl obal war m ng. Let's | ook

farm It's a much better choice for this location and
for the energy future of our
about a 2013 publication, peer reviewed, original

scientific publication in the journal Energy Policy

vol ume 57, pages 585 to 601.

m Li nda Reik from Sullivan

Rockaway W nd Farmis al so

LNG tanker ships off gas

industry into the atnmosphere

at the alternative, a w nd

nati on. I will tell you

The title is, Exam ning
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the Feasibility of Converting New York State's All

Pur pose Energy Infrastructure to One Using Wnd, Water
and Sunlight. The first author is Dr. Mark Z. Jacobson,
a civil environmental engineer from Stanford University
in California. The publication presents a fully

devel oped plan, including technical and econom c details
to convert New York State's energy infrastructure in al
sectors to one powered by w nd, water and sunlight by
2030. This plant can be a nodel for other states. Gas
was excluded as an energy source because it's a greater
threat to the environment and health than all w nd,

wat er and sol ar technol ogi es. In this plan, wi nd power
is the source for 50 percent of the electricity to be
generated. The remai ning sources of energy are solar,
geot hermal , wave, tidal and hydroelectric. The
conversion would reduce New York State's power demand by
37 percent because electric power is nore efficient than
burning fossil fuels. It will stabilize energy prices
because fuel costs would be zero. It would create nore
j obs than | ost because nearly all New York State energy
woul d be produced in New York state. New York State air
pollution nortality and its costs would decline, saving
money equivalent to 3 percent of the gross domestic
product . The wi nd power component of this plan is 50

percent of all the power, with 40 percent comng from
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of fshore wind. The 10 percent onshore wi nd would only
take up 1l-and-a-half percent of | and.

MS. MATHER: Thank you, thank you.

MS. REI K: You need to go to this plan
i mmedi ately and | ask you to conpare it to LNG.

MS. MATHER: Thank you.

(Appl ause)

MS. MATHER: Thank you. Next is Martin
Donohue and after Martin is Matt Smth. Martin.

MR. DONOHUE: Thank you. Martin Donohue,
D-o0-n-0-h-u-e, here as a private citizen. My experience
has been with facilities that have boilers that have
i nterl ockabl e gas supply. | think what people don't
often times realize is in the winter, you cannot bring
enough gas into this area. They interrupt | arger
boilers so that homeowners can continue to have their
gas. And what happens is these |larger boilers then burn
dirtier fuels. So sometinmes you |l ook for something and
you don't realize what the other downsides to it are.

The other thing is I think a | ot of other
places in the world don't have the same facilities for
compressing natural gas and if they have an outlet to
sell that gas, they won't flare it. So a lot -- there's
many places in the world that they are not capturing it.

It's just cheaper and easier to flare it, but if there
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were outlets for it, they would do it here,. So often
times what | ooks like the right thing, isn't the right
thing and 1'd like this to be considered in the
application.

One other issue I'd like to just touch on, |
woul d like that in the application they use quantitative
ri sk assessment to determ ne some of these risks.

Because | believe people | ook at things and don't

recognize the risks that they take in their life, but
expect a much higher |evel from some other -- from other
people, from projects. | have some experience with

mechani cal integrity, pipelines, things of that nature
and | believe that if it's done appropriately, it's done
according to ASTM, ANSI standards, et cetera, et cetera,
and those standards are pretty advanced and a | ot of
this has been done in other places, | believe that it
can be done safely. So | just ask that you include that
in your assessnent and also include some of the
potential savings that people may not fair it out with
t hat, okay? Thank you very nmuch.

MS. MATHER: After Matt Smth who is on his
way, is Cynthia Pierson.

MR. SM TH: Good eveni ng. My name is Matt
Smth. ' m here today representing 4050 New Jersey,

it's part of 350.org which is a global grass roots
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movement to address the climate crisis. And |'m urging
that the Coast Guard consider the climte inmpacts of

Port Ambrose which represents a massive new invest ment
in fossil fuel infrastructure. Despite the fact that it
doesn't take a Ph.D. in economcs to realize that the
potential exists for exporting this gas, | think that's
pretty clear. And fol ks have made that case. But as it
was nmentioned before, natural gas is a significant
contributor in climate change both in the form of carbon
di oxi de as well as methane gas. And the US government
reported in 2012 that flooding from future storns wil
worsen as gl obal sea levels rise by up to 6-and-a-half
feet by the end of the century. And just to quote sone
pretty conservative agencies, this is a quote fromthe

| nt ernati onal Emergency Agency, "If we don't radically
over haul our energy supply moving away from fossil fuels
by 2017, the door will be closed forever and dangerous
climate change will be inevitable.” And that's just
five years away. The US pentagon calls climate change
the greatest threat long-termto US domestic security.
The World Bank predicts that we'll see 200 mllion
climate refugees by 2030 and two degrees cel sius warm ng
whi ch we're on pace for now for within 20 to 30 years
woul d cause wi de spread food shortages, unprecedented

heat waves and nmore intense extreme weat her events.
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People live in U S. coastal areas are at risk of being

fl ooded from climte change. And we don't have to --

here in New Jersey, we don't have to | ook at these

reports. We know what climate change | ooks |ike.

got a terrifying glinmse of it last year with Superstorm

We

Sandy and our coastal communities are still recovering
from that. So the idea that we would invest in a
massi ve new fossil fuel infrastructure project

continuing our dependence on fossil fuels when we'

this critical crossroads and we have this short and ever

re at

closing window to transfer conmpletely away from fossil

fuels to clean, sustainable energy sources is | think

the definition of insanity. So thank you very nuch.

(Appl ause)

MS. MATHER: After Cynthia -- who is -

Cynthia is comng forward -- is Dana Patterson. Cynt hi a

first, okay.

MS. Pl ERSON: My name is Cynthia Pierson,

that's P-i-e-r-s-o0-n from Ci nnam nson, New Jersey.

here on behalf of the Watch Dogs of the Watershed

[''m

and

more inportantly, as a lifelong resident of the Garden

State as a cancer survivor. New Jersey's aquifers and

groundwat er have been under attack by industri al
contam nants for decades. | have with me a report

the USGS and NJDEP from way back in 1985 entitl ed

by
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Di strubution of Volatile Organic Compounds from the New
Jersey Costal Plain Aquifer System It was published in
1985 by a .3 nunber 3 issue of groundwater. New
Jersey's water was already in trouble 38 years ago and
it hasn't gotten better since then. | don't understand
why anyone would willingly construct a facility that has
t he potential of |eaking |lethal contam nants into the
ocean and risk further damage to the ocean and to the
areas of New Jersey and New York still recovering from
Hurri cane Sandy. Does the BP disaster in the Gulf Coast
ring a bell? They say the facility will be for
i mporting gas only, however the US is producing nore
natural gas than the domestic market can readily utilize
and the industry plans to export alnost half of our gas
overseas, not to nmention that there's the shale gas of
fracking which is another whole environmentally
ni ght mari sh can of worms. So why do we need this
facility? Thank you.

MS. MATHER: After Dana is Daniel Axelrod.
So Dana, you're right there, right? Okay, go ahead.

MS. PATTERSON: Good evening, nmy name is
Dana Patterson. "' mthe program supervisor for Edison
Wet | ands Association. Our organization has been worKking
in New Jersey for over 20 years to clean up the toxic

waste | egacy that has been |l eft behind and working in
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environmental justice communities to protect

up these areas. New Jersey has its fair shar
wast e and chem cal conpani es and we have over
superfund sites, the nmost in the country, and
have over 25,000 contam nated sites. W don’

ocean to be contam nated too. For this, Edis

Associ ation is opposed to the Port Anmbrose facility.

This area is part of the North American flyaway. 500

bird species use this flyaway. 40 percent of

speci es are conservation concerned species.

i ncludes the wood thrush, the piping plover and the red

knot, which all stop over in New Jersey under
from South Anmerica all the way to the Arctic.
knot specifically dines on our horseshoe crab
we have here on our Jersey shore beaches. So
really important that we protect those birds.
also five species of sea turtles and 20 speci
whal es and dol phins that live in this area wh
proposi ng the port. Ni ne endangered species

identified in that area. So this is a really
area, ecologically sensitive that we need to

protect. Qur Jersey shore alone generates m
doll ars for New Jersey in econom c revenue ju
summer recreation. And actually, in Chris Ch

veto |letter he said, | quote, "New Jersey has

and cl ean
e of toxic
114
we al so
t need our

on Wetl ands

t hose

That

flight
The red
eggs that
it's
There's
es of
ere they're
have been
i mportant
continue to
| I'i ons of
st for
ristie's

i nvest ed
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much time, energy and resources into encouraging
renewabl e energy, a comm tment that has made New Jersey
a state -- made the state a national |eader. This
project could stifle investment in renewabl e energy

t echnol ogi es by increasing our reliance on foreign
sources which would underm ne progress made by New
Jersey and this nation to pronote sustainable energy.™
End quote. This application is essentially the same as
the application that Governor Christie vetoed and we
hope that he vetoes it again. So | ask everyone today
to stand with Edi son Wetlands and all the other

organi zations and comunity nmenbers that are here and
reject Port Anmbrose. Pl ease turn down this project. W
do not need New Jersey to have any nore toxic |egacies
here. Thank you.

(Appl ause)

MS. MATHER: Thank you. Next if | may --
it's alittle bit hard to call you, Daniel, when | can't
get a word in. So after Daniel comes Di ane Beeny, |
bel i eve. Dani el .

MR. AXELROD: H, my name is Daniel Axelrod.
| was an environmental and business econom cs maj or at
Rut gers University. My famly owns and operates two
properties, one farm on Kingwood and one farm on Colts

Neck bordering the Atlantic and the Del aware. | ' m goi ng
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into farmng with the Del aware across the street. Wy
primary concern is of nmy famly's welfare and the
wel fare of the water | ands. "' m concerned with the
proposal in part in exporting to other countries. As it
was mentioned earlier, it says that the proposal does
not include exporting into countries, rather inporting
into our country, but my concern is the change of the
flipping of the switch in the future. | "' m concerned of
the accuracy of the financial information and its
viability for the short term and for the long-term ' m
a proud American, but |I'm not proud of our conti nual
reliance on fossil fuels. W have the technology to
provide efficient and renewabl e energy. | am
fl abbergasted that there is such a short period of tine
to review for this proposal. My concern is not only
over the Port Ambrose, but over passively supporting the
i ndustry as a whol e. |'m afraid for ny famly and ny
future children. | don't understand why we are
consi dering Port Ambrose when Chris Christie already
rejected a simlar proposal two years ago. Pl ease don't
j eopardize nmy future, my health and ny viability in the
future.

(Appl ause.)

MS. MATHER: Thank you. After Diane comes

Tom, | believe. Di ane, just spell your |ast name for




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

68

the court reporter.

MS. BEENY: It's B-e-e-n-y. I'"'mthe chair of
t he Union County Peace Council. Il live in Westfield,
New Jersey. First thing when | hear the words "Coast
Guard," | think of a protection organization, not
something that's exploiting the coast. So if this
project goes forward, then they should have to change
their name because it would just be too ironic. ' ve
testified at hearings like this before. There was one
t hat M nerals Managenent Service had about off shore
drilling and | remember this one man, gentleman from a
group called Citizens for Prosperity. He was sayi ng,
well, we shouldn't worry about the sea creatures because
they could all be relocated. |f there's a whale in the
way, the whale would be relocated. And |I'm thinking,
well, the logistics of relocating a whale and al so where
are you going to put the whale if you could? So |I mean,
it just doesn't add up. | mean, the one thing is that
resources are finite. The fact that they're finite does
not mean that we should be in a rush to |iquidate,
exploit and use them up as soon as possible, and
especially things that are precious |ike water and air
and things that we all need to survive, all the
creatures and people on this planet need to survive. I

believe I'"mvery nmuch a proponent of the precautionary
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principle, don't do something if it m ght cause any

har m. It's simlar to the hypocritical message, do no
harm. And it seems |like there's a |ot of unknowns in
this project. And instead of follow ng the
precautionary principle, it seenms |ike we want to on so

many things, we want to follow the books principle |ike

we shoul dn't have done that, that was a big ness. " m
hearing that, | mean, only a few days after the deep
port horizon disaster. | mean, the idea of drilling off

the Jersey shore at that point was |ike no way. And so,
| mean, you can't see in the future, but you can see
where if you build nore reliance on fossil fuels, it's
just more of the same. We're just going to create nore
gl obal catechisms and more Sandys, Superstorm Sandys and
Katrinas. And instead of focusing on renewabl es and
focusing on the future and building that which is what
Europe is going towards, | mean, in China they're

selling us wind turbines and sol ar panels and neanwhil e

they're still using the dirty coal in it, and their
fossil fuel energy which is distorted. | mean, their
air, if you can see it, | mean, they have areas of China

where they have to hand pollinate the trees because the
bees have all died off. Do we want that here? This is
what we're doing to our planet. And basically we focus

on wind and geothermal and solar with this reliance on
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frack fuel and contam nants and pollutants and health

probl ems.
MS. MATHER: Thank you.
MS. BEENY: And when you have a spill of
sol ar energy, it's just suddenly -- that's all.
(Appl ause)

MS. MATHER: Thank you. Tom, after Tomis
Edi t h. Coul d you spell your |ast name?

MR. MAHEDY: M-a-h-e-d-vy. It is a great
honor to be here today with people of great |ove, people
of great caring and people who are just so inspiring.

" mjust very, very moved. And | think that the CEO and

t he president, Roger Wheeling was here earlier. s he
still here? If he is, | would invite himto join us
because he is a brilliant man, but he's going in the

wrong direction. And we welconme you with a big hug.

And all of us have been on the wrong side at times in
our life and people caring, and | ove have helped to turn
us around and to go into the right direction. | also
will invite everybody up front and Roger, tonorrow to
Sea Bright, because there will be a great many people on
the Jersey shore who will be comng to Sea Bright to
speak and to give testinmny. They could not make it up
here today. | also invite people to come on Friday to

t he Pinel ands where they are planning on building a
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22-m |l e gas pipeline there as well. | nf ormati on on
that, go to Ocean City Patch and the meeting tomorrow is
at 9:30 in the norning. So as we can see, there are
many salts. But we al so know that when the people |Iead,
the | eaders will follow. And here we have a puzzle here
because each person has a different piece of the puzzle.
And together we will lead into what folks call an
evol utionary catal yst, people who are thinking in a
broader way and people who are thinking globally.
Peopl e who are thinking of earth as mother, of earth
t hat gives us and sustains us. And what we're doing
with projects like that is it's no |less than ecoside or
geoside. We are destroying the very essence of what we
need to survive. And we all know that's wrong and we
all know that you have to go in another direction. So |
invite you, all of you up front and I invite the Coast
Guard, | invite the police. There was a conment out
front early on that said okay, to those who are in favor
of this project, can we bring baseball bats in? |
t hought that was horrible. And the police officer
| aughed. We are not the enenmy. We are here to help
you. We are here to guide you and to help you to do the
ri ght thing, thank you.

(Appl ause)

MS. MATHER: Thank you. After Edith is
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Jenni fer. Edith, you're next. Could you spell your
| ast name?

MS. KANTROW TZ: Edith K-a-n-t-r-o-wi-t-z.
Sorry if that was too |oud, Edith. | work with a number
of environmental groups, United For Action, New York
City Friends of Clearwater, the Coalition Against the
Rockaway Pipeline, but |I'm here tonight on behalf of
myself. And | came from Brooklyn and | went yesterday
to Long Beach because | feel very strongly about this.
And I"'mreally not going to say any of what | had
originally prepared because | think it's all been said
very el oquently by so many other speaks already. I
think that what | just want to point out is that what we
have here is an enmergency situation. And | think we all
have to recogni ze that. | think some of us recognize
that and |I'm not tal king about the emergency situation
that would result if one of these LNG tankers blew up
either by accident or by a direct terrorist attack.
mean, that would be an emergency situation that m ght
incinerate everything for a mle around, but what |'m
tal ki ng about is an emergency situation that is much
more severe than that. W are tal king about the
emergency that this planet is in. And a nunber of
peopl e have already referred to that, but we need to

wake up and we need to wake up quickly. W are already
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over 400 parts per mllion. W have climte crisis upon
us. Superstorm Sandy is nothing conmpared to what we are
going to see. W are seeing disasters, storms, floods,
droughts, we are seeing these things not once a year,
but if we really open our eyes and see what's going on
all over the world, we're seeing that it's going on
every week and constantly. So why would we be using any
kind of fossil fuels at all? Why would we be using
met hane that is such a strong accelerator of climte
change? People say that, well, renewables aren't there
yet. That's a lie. The only reason that renewabl es are
not already powering all our energy needs is because
t here has not been the political will. There has not
been the corporate will to make that happen because the
profits don't seemto be as easy when they come fromthe
sun. \When this country wanted to have Manhattan Project
to get an atom bomb, it happened very quickly. So if we
wanted to get our country on renewables, if we wanted to
get New Jersey, New York State on renewables, we could
do it very quickly. W've heard 2030, | think we can do
it even faster than that. So why do we need any of this
met hane? Thank you.

MS. MATHER: Thank you.

MS. AXELROD: My name is Jennifer Axelrod.

MS. MATHER: ' m sorry, could you just wait
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a second so | could get the next person to hear that |I'm
calling them which is Scott Wnters. Jennifer, go
ahead.

MS. AXELROD: My name is Jennifer Axelrod.
|"m proud to be here with ny sisters fromthe League of
Women Voters who are elderly, who have seen this country
to wars and stand tall and have come here tonight.

Edith Greenberg, one of my heroes, Cindy Zipf, ny sister
fromthe ocean. Jeff Tittel from Sierra Club that
stands for the stewardship and the real responsibility
owe future generations and each other. There are so
many more and everybody has spoken so eloquently, | just
want to address a few issues, mainly the nmoney. This
particul ar organi zati on comes from a bank which the

t axpayers in the Cayman |slands, and | have a problem
with [ack of transparency. | have lack of transparency
with the initiation process, the |oophole, which for
some Godf orsaken reason has bypassed the Clean Air Water
Act that was enacted by President Nixon -- and he did do
some wonderful things for this country back in 1971.

How can we be regul ated when | dig a well in nmy farm,
and yet these people are owning billions are

unregul ated. As far as this one-way route is concerned
with the ships, they're now making ships that are six

times bigger than the aircraft carrier limts. \Wich
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means that if out at sea, you can flip a switch, with
all due respect to them and convert. Now t he gas
industry, with a natural gas industry this is a very,
very dangerous process because it brings into jeopardy
our future survival. W're not going to be needing
natural gas in the future, we're going to be needing
water and we're going to be needing food. And that's
what we rely on. And we cannot have these toxins passed
under us. \What is nore inmportant is that people escaped
monarchy in England to conme to this great country. W
fought for our independence. W fight to this day.

Sol diers in Afghanistan are not thinking about
compressed stations. They're thinking about beauti ful
tall trees, Pennsylvania, Huntington, Pennsylvania
having a garden to play wth. Having air and a qui et
enjoyment of this existence. It is areally terrible
fact when you feel betrayed by our government. And
quite bothersone the president, who | voted for twice,
who turns around and appl auds the natural gas industry.
That now is a salesman, that is not my president. And I
want to be proud of this country. | want to maintain ny
Ameri canship and | applaud all these Rockwellian
creatures, these Norman Rockwel | people that still
believe we have a voice. Because quite frankly, 1 think

we don't. | think we have a corporate monarchy.




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

76

MS. MATHER: Thank you.

(Appl ause)

MS. AXELROD: The main thing is people are
afraid. The opposite of love is not hate, it is fear.

We cone here fearfully and we ask to be heard. And |

hope you're |istening.
MS. MATHER: Af t

| believe. Scott W nter.

MR. W NTER: Yes, hi. Scott Wnter | am the

president and busi ness manager of the Qutrigger

Engi neers and Vice President

Depart ment . On behalf of nmy union, 1'd like to thank
you for the opportunity to speak with you this evening.
Uni ons have a long history of providing the opportunity

for ordinary people, like me, to stand up and be heard

about projects that are our

uni on covers a vast geographic coverage area, from Maine

all the way to Texas performng all the dredging, beach

repleni shment, offshore cabl

various other marine industry worKk. | am here to speak
about the job creation aspect of this project and to
also refute sonme of the m sconcepti ons about the
project's plan. Cl ean Ocean Action presented the

statement to the public in which they referred to as

their fact sheet. However ,

er Scott comes Jim Loughran,

of the Maritime Trade

bread and butter issues. Wy

e, pipeline projects and

their statenments are




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

77

m sl eadi ng regarding the facts of this project. I n
fact, so m sleading that the information being
di ssem nated is being utilized to sway the public
opi ni on agai nst this project. First, I'Il make a
comment regarding the exportation of the gas in this
pi peline. Clean Ocean Action's facts sheet states that
the LNG port will be used for both inmporting and
exporting of natural gas. This is the nost i nmportant
m sconception regarding this project. In fact, this
project's permt for the state and Federal Government is
for inport only, not export. There will be no
exportation of the natural gas fromthis project,
peri od. If what |I'm stating is indeed a fact, then the
environmental organi zations currently opposed to this
project, should be for it, not against it, as this
project would reduce the overall need for fracking.
Second, I'Il make a comment regarding the
industrialization of the ocean. Clean Ocean Action's
opposition statement allude to the project being in the
m ddl e of the proposed offshore wind area. This is
anot her m sconception. This project will not inpede
of fshore wi nd devel opnent . By large, nmy local union is
proposed to provide a great deal of the |abor resource
for the offshore wind industry. | have been the | eading

organi zed | abor advocate for the offshore wi nd industry
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and | have been intri

wi nd project fromits infancy stages. Therefore, | can
informyou with all certainty, that this project wll
not i nmpede offshore wi nd devel opnent. In fact, | would

cately involved with the offshore

believe that the only opposition to offshore w nd

i ndustry woul d be the environnentalist opposed to

i ndustrialization of

to industrialization

devel opment when clearly, that project could be seen as

ocean industrializati
of fshore cabl e | ane,
stations, conversion

activities --

t he ocean. How can those opposed

of the ocean endure offshore wi

on? Wth over 800 m | es of
|l ocal wind farms, connecti on

stations and many ot her ocean

MS. MATHERS: That's it.

MR. W NTER: That's three m nutes?

MS. MATHER:

so. Thank you. After Jim-- as a former speech

teacher, you're always supposed to practice the three

m nut es ahead of time. At any rate, Jimis -- Jimi

not, okay. L-o0-u-g -
Hold on a second. Af

anot her one, it | ook

- I"msorry and thank you, Jim

ter you is Tomand I'll massacre

li ke VonLi nden, but Jim

MR. LOUGHRAN: My name is Jim Loughran.

a commercial fisherman for 40 years out of Point

Pl easant, New Jersey.

| "' mon the board directors of

And you were fast, I'mafraid

nd

S

' m

t he
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Jersey Shore Cooperative in Point Pleasant, Board of
Directors of Garden State Seafood Association and |I'm

al so representing the Belford Seafood Coop out of

M ddl et own whose president can't make it at this meeting
due to a health problem today. We remain strongly
opposed to these LNG proposals. It's not just Liberty,
it was the ones prior to this, Exxon Mobil and Insanity
| sland, so forth and so on. Qur industry, Garden State
Seaf ood Association represents hundreds of fishermen and
rel ated busi nesses. Our industry contributes over a
billion dollars a year to New Jersey econony. New
York's commercial fishermen industry contributes over a
billion dollars a year to their econony. W want to
talk jobs, let's not talk about the six full-time jobs
from an LNG company, let's talk about ny job. | ve been
doing it for 40 years. My father and his father. | go
back 80 years in nmy famly as fishermen off of this
coast. These are the jobs that matter. Cl ean fish, not
dirty water. | have fished these grounds. | know t hey
moved this site a few mles away from the other site,
it's less intrusive in nmy grounds, but | have fished
where the new proposal is. | ' ve caught yell owt ai

fl ounder, scallops and loligo squid and other fishernmen
t oo have. | can tell you, | have seen the map provided

to you by National Fishery Service track plotting and
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what species they caught. And | can tel

in New Jersey that has is a track plotter

about all of them and those in the trawl
could show you that exact sanme map, except
100 because we've all been there. You're

grounds. You're also situated in between

shi ppi ng | anes.

size of the Enpire State Buil di ng. If it

geez, you know, there's terrorists out

five mle blast zone.

than a bomb that blew up Hiroshim. That

dealing with. This is why they can't

York City, it's got to be so far off

dangerous stuff. This is essenti al

endangered species such as the northern ri

this is right in their mgratory path. I

fin whal es out there, | eather

turtles, Kemp's Ridley turtles, one of

endangered species on the planet. Many,

Now it's very disturbing that this project

com ng up again and again and again. And

public is here,

Washi ngton and that's where they're at.

this is a government for the people,

of the people, and sonme words |ike that.

We're dealing with an LNG tanker,

there, it

It's many times nore powerful

site it
shor e.

fish habit at

back turtles,
t he nmost

rmnya

Li berty is busy greasing the palms in
Let's

by the people and

you every boat
and that's
i ndustry,
times that by
in our fishing
two maj or
the
bl ows up and
has a
is what we're
near New
This is
for
ght whal e who
ve seen many

| ager head

okay?

just keeps

whil e the

remenber

And the people
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are speaking here and they're speaking opposed to this
project and opposed to the commercialization of our
ocean and the industrialization of the New York Bight --

MS. MATHER: Thank you, thank you.

(Appl ause)

MS. MATHER: Tom, and then after Tomis
Al'len Francis. Tom, could you spell your |ast nanme?

MR. VonLI NDERN: Tom, |ast name is
V-0-n-L-i-n-d-e-r-n. Thanks, hi. Into the mc, okay.
Last night | downl oaded the project need from Liberty
Gas and it seenms |like the major justification is that it
wi Il save 325 mllion dollars to the New York consumer
and New York area consunmers, which seenms to me to be a
bol df ace lie. Natural gas in this area is selling now
for about $4 per mllion BTUs. | have an article from
t he Financial Times of London from June 14th that
i ndicates that the world price for natural gas is
average $16.76 per mllion BTU  So it seens to me that
unl ess there's some phantom philant hropist who's willing
to bring natural gas into this area for one-quarter of
what he could get somewhere else, this is just a lie.
Another lie that 1'd like to address that's been
perpetuated here a nunber of tinmes is the relative
cl eanness of |iquified natural gas. Li qui fi ed natural

gas takes approximately the same amount of energy to
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liquefy the gas as is contained in the gas, which makes
liquified natural gas as dirty as coal and 40 percent
dirtier than oil. That's it.

MS. MATHER: Thank you, sir. After Alan who
| think is comng forward is Debbie -- it |ooks |ike
Mans, but Alan and that's Francis, right?

MR. FRANCIS: That's correct, F-r-a-n-c-i-s.
|'"'ma retired tug captain and busi ness agent of Local
25. | ve worked on pipelines in New York Harbor, Boston
Har bor and |'ve watched these pipelines be put in at all
costs, anything goes attitude of the MG conpanies to a
strict policy of enforcement of environment al
regul ati ons. In fact, even as a business agent | had to
go up in Boston to an 8-hour environmental course and |
had to pass that course before | was allowed on the job.
And that's ny experience up in Boston with the LNG
facility up in Mystic River that's been operating in a
very safe and environmentally compati ble manner for
many, many years and the Coast Guard does an excell ent
j ob. | may be bias, but | think the Coast Guard is one
of the best organizations that our government operates.
Now we all wuse fossil fuels in every facet of our life.
The question | have is do we stop using these products
whil e we develop alternatives? Right nowin a flyer

t hat was handed out, we only use 3 percent of w nd
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energy and .003 percent of solar energy. W cannot turn
the clock back to where our energy use is negligible.
We cannot stop the world while we devel op these
necessary alternative energy sources. W nust take the
environmental emotionalism out of our arguments and we
must take the build at all costs out of the equation.
urge you to base your decisions on fact and fact al one.
We cannot rely or we cannot base our decisions on future
fears, what m ght happen or m sconceptions or
m sinformati on or especially the "not in ny backyard
syndrome." And | urge you that you make your deci sion
based on the facts, but scientific facts. Thank you.

MS. MATHER: Thank you, sir. After Debbie
who is com ng forward, is Mke Curry. Debbi e, spel
your | ast nane.

MS. MANS: Mans, M a-n-s. Debbi e Mans. ' m
t he Bay Keeper and executive director for New York and
New Jersey Bay Keeper and we've been working to protect,
preserve and restore the harbor actuary for over 20
years. The LNG Port Ambrose proposal is harnmful to New
York and New Jersey's harbor actuary, the plant and
ani mal species that reside within and around these
wat er ways and the people that rely economcally and
recreationally on these waterways. And that's why Bay

Keeper opposes this project. It is important to realize
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that the LNG Port Ambrose site would not only inmpact th
ocean, but also our harbor actuary and it's in close
proximty to the busy entrance of New York, New Jersey
harbor. The potential for water pollution throughout
the construction process and during the management of
the LNG port is high, if not inevitable which would
directly inpact our harbor actuary, threatening the
health of our waterways. Bay Keeper strives to ensure
cl ean and heal thy waterways for natural and human
communities. And we've |learned from the past that one
m st ake can pollute our waterways for an indefinite
amount of time. It would be an egregious m stake to
allow LNG facilities to be built in our waterway.
Recently we have struggled to cope with the abundant
pollution in the harbor actuary from Superstorm Sandy,
si ngul ar event. The consequences of pollution over the
extended period of time that this LNG port would be
built and run will devastate both the waterways that
people rely on daily for econom c and recreational
activities such as fishing and boating, but also the
nat ural ecosystem that is already in grave danger from
pol lution and inappropriate devel opment in the past.
MS. MATHER: Thank you. After M ke Curry
who's com ng forward, then after M ke is John Burke.

MR. CURRY: Thank you very much. First and

e

a




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

85

forenmost, 1'd like to congratul ate Cindy Zi pf

such a handsone crowd together, a very good | ooking
bunch we got here. Thank you, Cindy, good job. My nanme
is Mke Curry. ' m a business agent with Local 25.
live in Howell, New Jersey and | was raised in New

Jersey and |'ve lived in Monmouth County for the last 32

years. My famly and | spend many days and ni

t he beaches of New Jersey, from Manasquan to Cape May. |
certainly don't want to see any harm done to the beaches
of this great state. But ny job is to put men to work,
work as everyone in this state knows is not very good

right now. The work situation is rather Dbl eak.

Unenmpl oynent -wi se | think we rank nearly tops

country. So work is at a premum right now and we can
use all the work we can get. | speak on the phone many
days to guys who literally cry because their homes are

in foreclosure or their cars are being repossessed and

t hey don't have healthcare, they can't afford

payments for their famly. They just can't make ends

meet and we don't have any work to offer them

a uni que opportunity. W can put guys to work. W can

put people to work in this state at relatively no cost

at all to the taxpayers. Li berty Natural Gas is going
to foot the entire bill for this project and when it's
all conplete, what we'll end up with is | believe we'l

on putting

ghts on

in the

COBRA

This is
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have sonme cheaper gas, natural gas rates and it won't
cost us anything out of pocket. Put people to work and
it mght help the economy. So what we're being faced
with tonight | believe is a |lot of scare tactics.

Peopl e tal king about fracking and |I've | ooked over the
plans for this project, | don't see any mention in the
permt process of fracking. | seemto hear an awful | ot
of it tonight and | don't believe this project is about
fracking. W can't base -- we can't judge this project
on what m ght happen in the future. W have to base it
on the permts that it's applied for and fracking is not
part of that. It's a scare tactic. The reality is it
will have a m nimal inmpact on the ocean. Dr edgi ng t hat
we do for a living every day of the week has a much
greater inpact on the ocean than this project ever will
So | think we need to stick to the facts, we need to

t hi nk about what's good for New Jersey. This is not
going to harm -- | understand everybody has good
intentions, but | think that you're being a little

m sl ead on this project. | don't think it's nearly as
harnful as you're being told. | don't think there's any
danger . It's 13 mles away fromus and | think we al
need to sit back, l|ook at the facts and rationally make
a decision. This project would be great for the state

of New Jersey. Thank you.
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(Appl ause)

MS. MATHER: After John is Robert Benny,
believe. John is Burke with an E, right?

MR. BURKE: Yeah, Burke with an E. Hi ,
John Burke. |'m just a concerned citizen, resident
the Jersey shore, yeah, a voter. l'malso a retired
Wal | Street professional and a full-time finance
professor at Monmouth University. | think this proj
creates risks to our communities and our environment

our resources for little to no social good. W don’

need nmore natural gas. We really don't. The econom cs

of this really look like a trojan horse to ne. I me

yeah, sure, it's called an inmport facility right now,

but the economcs on their face -- I'malso a chess
pl ayer, by the way and | understand strategy. The
econom cs on their face really dictate that this is
really ultimately for export. | believe it would be

foll owed by an application for a liquification faci

and then conversion to export. This nmorning, natural

gas in the United States was $3.67 per million BTUs.
And we are just now becom ng on that export because
all that fracking that is going on so we have anple
supply of gas. Europe net inporters, natural gas is
$9.92. Japan and Asia net inmport is $17.71. So do

really believe this is for import? No, not really.

[''m

of

ect
and
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right, we don't need to risk our communities, our
beaches and our people, so a privately held
foreign-owned corporation that's exempt from the Clean
Wat er Act can profit fromthis facility off our shores.

Secondly, | find it really pretty offensive
that this big thing, 1,500 pages was snuck in here. "' m
fromthe Jersey shore. MWhy isn't this in Sandy Hook?
Why do | have to come here to Edison? | don't have tine
to review it and analyze it and coment on it properly
and we need nmore time, we really, really do. And that's
it.

MS. MATHER: Thank you.

MR. BURKE: And obviously |I'm opposed.

MS. MATHER: After Robert is Bob Tak-- and
he's going to have to do the rest of it, but Robert,
woul d you spell your |ast name, please?

MR. BENNEKAMPER: Sur e,
B-e-n-n-e-k-a-mp-e-r. |'"d like to say to the fell ows
from Local 825 that hopefully there is going to be an
awful ot of work for themto do fortifying Manhattan
| sl and agai nst sea |level rise and they won't invade this
proj ect. But to go beyond that, if energy independence
is our national priority and it should be, then neither
export, nor inport is in the national interest and that

al one should be enough to deny this project. Thank you.
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MS. MATHER: Thank you. Bob, whose | ast
name |' m massacring and then after you is Laura Bagwell .
Bob, would you spell your |ast name, please?

MR. TAKASH: Yes, Takash, T-a-k-a-s-h. ' m
an Edi son resident. | am in agreement wi th nost of

t hose earlier speakers tonight,

office, Jeff Tittel, Jim Wal sh,

quoting Ms. McNamara, who did a

everything in in three m nutes,

Associ ation and Debbi e Mans. I
desire any offshore hydrocarbon

The concept of "not

Jersey residency, those other r

in this very |large, popul ated |

substanti al workers who travel

t hese areas. You can | ook at t

Transportati on Plan which was |

prof essi onal data show ng what

tal ki ng about here.

you heard tonight, about the fi

| and, mari ne

shi ppi ng,

storm threats. | wish to reite

building this LNG facility. Re

bi furcated application. That p

will not be offered at

in my backyard"

There are very large concerns as

life disturbance and

this time, it

Congressman Pal |l one's

Ci ndy Zi pf and her crew

great job getting
Edi son Wetl and

al so do not support or
activity as proposed.

does my New

i mpact
esidents who are |iving
ocati on. It also affects
in and are enployed in

he M ddl esex County

ust being adopted has
ki nd of numbers we're
shing activities,

i ncreased
rate my opposition to
alistically it's a

rocess, the export phase

will be dovetail ed
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both operationally and economcally with proposed i nmport
LNG project. W don't need it, we don't want it. Your
adm nistrative discipline rule is necessary. Pl ease
note, all the substantial environmental issues you've
heard tonight, there's emergency failures that wasn't
even properly addressed. These are paramount concerns.
| "ve lived here in Edison many years. We went through a
horri bl e natural gas expl osion. | saw those faces of
t hose people. We also in New Jersey went through
horrible storms of Irene and of course, Superstorm
Sandy. | am with the others about what happened in the
Gulf of Mexico. So ny advice to the managenent and the
staff, go elsewhere. Get your stuff fromthe
third-world countries. Don't reduce our area to a
third-world status.

MS. MATHER: Laura? Laura? Laura going
once, Laura going twice?

MS. BAGWELL: Hi .

MS. MATHER: Thank you, Laura. ' m gl ad

you're ready to go. Beyond you is Bonnie Webber.

Laur a.

MS. BAGWELL: My name is Laura Bagwell,
B-a-g-w-e-|-1. | thank you so much for giving us this
opportunity. ' mvery happy that | found it. It was a

little far. | am representing the Red Bank
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Environmental Comm ssion. And we had passed a
resolution in 2010 when three LNG projects were brought
in the clean ocean zone. So | resurrected that at our
meeting |ast night and we re-passed the resolution
opposing this project. And | will submt this to you,
so | don't have to read it, because everything in here
has been very el oquently spoken about already and |I'm
not great at public speaking. So | just wanted to say
that | did a little research and | went on Fox Business
and | read an article and there was a chief econom st
for ConocoPhillips that studies have shown that LNG
exports would increase domestic gas prices at nost one
doll ar per mllion BTU, keeping price for American shell
gas under six dollars. This price would spur nore
drilling. And everything else |I read, something from
the CEO Rick Tillerson of Exxon Mobil is pressuring the
government to increase exporting of LNG. This troubles
me. Hydraulic fracturing is conpletely linked to LNG
and | know this is supposed to be an inmport only, but
economcally it doesn't make sense and it just doesn't
make sense. Once a giant plant is built and it is
becom ng uneconom cal, what are you going to do, just

| eave it there? |It's going to switch to export. So
we're very, very concerned about that. And that's why

we're going to reiterate our opposition to the governor
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and we ask you to deny this permt, thank you.

MS. MATHER: Thank you. Bonnie. And after
Bonnie is Lynn Schanbach.

MS. WEBER: My name is Bonnie Lane Weber.
|"ma citizen activist. | lTive in New York City and |
have spent nmy |ife at the Jersey shore in the summers,
two weeks at a time or whatever and | love it and | care
very much about it. | want to know, who is paying for
all of this? Who is paying for this meeting? Wo is
paying for the EIS? Who is paying for the scoping
rights? Who is paying for the outreach that wasn't done
very well, guys? Who is paying to arrange the
alternatives? Who is paying for the draft EIS? Who is
paying for the then public comnment, then the final EIS,

t hen one nmore comment period? Who is paying for all of

t hat when we coul d have just asked the mayor, the
governors in the beginning and deci ded by a vote of the
governors? So as an activist, |I'm saying to everybody
in this room and everybody you know, if each of us asks
10 people to call the governors and speak out agai nst
this project, and when you ask those 10 people, ask them
to ask 10 nore people and then ask them to ask 10 nore
people and let's |l et the governors know that we don't
want this. And | was sitting here thinking okay, ask

themto call 50 people, 100 people? No, 10 people is
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not that nuch and then ask them, okay? You got to
prom se nme you'll do that. The information is probably

on Cindy's website, if not it's on saveenergy. org. I

also just want to say that this, you know, all this gas
drilling and the import/export and all of that, they all
say it will be done safely, but accidents happen. And

it's human error and that's what really scares nme. W

have a pipeline at Chrisianson Basin that goes over a

fault |ine. | mean, what kind of an acci dent

Somebody just wasn't paying attention. So make your
phone calls. 10 peopl e. Have them call both governors

and those people have to call 10 people. You got the

picture, right? Thanks.

MS. MATHER: Thank you. Lynn? Thank you,
Lynn. My apol ogies for what | did to your nanme. After

you is Joe Mtro, | believe. Lynn, spell your

name.

MS. SCHAMBACH: My | ast nanme is Schanbach.
S-c-h-a-m b-a-c-h. | live in Brielle, New Jersey. ' ve
been a Jersey shore resident for 41 years. |
behal f of nyself, my famly, nmy nmother-in-law who has a
smal | business in Sea Grt for 43 years. God bl ess her,
she's 87 years old, and any other beach and ocean | over.
| oppose the proposal for the LNG facility for

reasons everyone here has said they oppose it.

is that?

| ast

m here on

all the

So many
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i mportant reasons, whether sonmeone wants to say it's

based on fear, accidents happen and we can't undue an

accident. So to make it brief, | just want to say that
| think that or | know that a disaster at a deepwater
port with associated pipelines and tankers will threaten

the marine environment, our shoreline, our tourism,
| ocal businesses, New Jersey and New York's economy, our
way of |ife at the shore. And for the record, | support
a clean ocean zone to permanently protect the waters in
t he New York and New Jersey bight from fossil fuel
i ndustrialization, pollution and exploitation. Thank
you.

MS. MATHER: Back there? Okay, and after
Joe is Krissy Hal kes.

MR. MAI RO: Hell o, nmy nanme is Joe Mairo,
M-a-i-r-o. " m a public school teacher. | teach
bi ol ogy and environmental science. " m also a surfer
and a surf fisherman. And |I'm also a member of the Surf
Ri der Foundation and tonight |I'm speaking on behalf of
the Jersey Shore Chapter of the Surf Rider Foundation.
Surf Rider is an environmental organization that works
to protect our coastal environment through conservation,
activism research and education. The Jersey Shore
Chapter has over 900 nembers, sonme of them are here with

me tonight. Out si de of New Jersey, in the Jersey Shore,




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

95

we have 250,000 members worl dwi de and a presence in 18
countries. The Jersey Shore Chapter is opposed to the
Port Ambrose LNG term nal and is canmpaigning to urge
Governor Christie to, once again, exercise his option to
reject the facility. We believe it's a step in the
wrong direction. As many people have said already,
natural gas is a nonrenewable fossil fuel and by
definition is unsustainable. Someone said, well,

nat ural goods burns cl eaner than the other popul ar

fossil fuels and that's true, but |ike many peopl e have
said before, if you |look at the overall life cycle of
the fuel, from extraction which can include fracking, to
the cooling down process, to the transportation process,
and then eventually to the burning process, the
environment al impact grows and grows. In addition, in
response to Sandy, our chapter organized hundreds of
volunteers to help people clean up after Hurricane
Sandy. And | can just tell you firsthand, you know, |
saw t he damage. | worked in Belmar and hel ped people
clean out their homes. We had nmembers working along the
Bayshore, hel ping people clean up their homes there.

And building this offshore LNG facility in such a

vul nerabl e area and at such a vulnerable time where the
Jersey Shore is still recovering, just doesn't nmake

sense to us at all. And finally, many of us m ght not
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t hi nk of

ocean is wilderness. You paddle out into the ocean, you

can bet

it's been for hundreds of years. This project would

devel op

conservation, not LNG industrialization of that

wi | derness area, thank you.

f orward.

Hal kes.

South Jersey Chapter. W kind of do down at the beach,
where you guys do the shore up here. Our m ssion at

Surf Rider is to protect and enjoy the ocean waves and

beaches.

over 300 e-mails to the governor requesting that this

project be rejected. My work with Surf Rider
Foundation, as | said, is volunteer and it's because |
| ove the ocean, | strive to protect what | |ove so that

| can enjoy it today and in the future and so that ny

gr andchi
to play

because

that chemcally treated seawater and dredging up the sea

floor are far fromclean and that this is only the very

the ocean this way, but | know we do, that the

that the experience is essentially the same as

t hat ocean wi | derness and our chapter supports

MS. MATHER: Thank you. Krissy is com ng

After Krissy is Em |y Reuman.

MS. HALKES: H, nmy name name is Krissy

| am a volunteer with Surf Ri der Foundati on

Thr ough our membership, we were able to get

| dren, who aren't even born yet, have an ocean
in. | am opposed to the Port Ambrose project

| believe it endangers our ocean. | believe
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begi nni ng of

brings to the health of

whose |ives

the four | egged creatures, the finned and feathered

the possible risks that this facility

depend on it.

ones, |'mtalking about t

their living fromthe ocean and the beach, meaning the

| ocal small

depend on the beach and the ocean for their income. W

depend on it

tourists who frequent

their precious vacation time and their dollars at the

beach. And

busi nesses, t

in part because of the beach | oving

| want to protect it for folks Iike me who

| ove the ocean just for t

me. Additionally, |I'm ki

mari ne uni on worker guys

under st andi ng t hat

i mport facil

become an export.

woul d never
| question t
bring. WII

And how woul

| ost if the ocean becanme somet hing nobody wanted to play

in anynmore?

project for

ity, there is the possibility that it could

happen. | don't think life is that certain.

he nunmber of

t hose enmpl oyees be |l ocals, for how | ong?

d that go up

| ask you to reject the Port Anbrose

t he health of

our ocean and the creatures

the small businesses as they spend

al though this application was for an

And he seens so certain that that

| "' m not just tal king about

he two | egged ones who make

he fishermen and those that

he beauty and the joy it gives
nd of sorry that all those

| eft because it is ny

jobs that this project wil

agai nst the jobs that would be

our ocean and | appreciate you
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letting me speak today. Thank you.

(Appl ause)

MS. MATHER: Emly is making her way up
here. After her is Jim Rapp.

MS. REUMAN: Good eveni ng. My name is Emly
Reuman, R-e-u-ma-n. | wanted to speak to the fact that
al though all the union gentlemen left, right at 8 p.m |
noticed, they did nmention that dredging is bad. Well,
in fact, this project requires 22 mles of dredging in
our ocean. So if the union gentlemen are saying that, |
t hink we should probably take that into account, how
serious this is.

| also wanted to note that yesterday, you
know, we were told that this hearing was held close to
the affected comunities in Long Beach and that's why
the hearing was held there, but then why today was the
hearing held here in Edison, New Jersey which is so far
fromthe communities who will actually be affected by
this project? It was quite difficult to get here for so
many people, so | wanted to note that as well.

Just yesterday, the U. S. Coast Guard
confirmed a natural gas leak in the Gulf of Mexico that
forced the evacuation of a gas protection platform 74
m | es sout hwest of Louisiana. The gashing runs over 4

ml|les wide and 3/4 of a mle long. The Jersey shore is
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too precious for us to invest in these risky
technol ogi es that we've seen fail again and again. W
can't expose our homes and communities and economnmy to
this technol ogy and we' ve had enough of it. It's
costly, fossil fuel, developnment, infrastructure,
dependence. And just as Governor Christie refused the
project in 2011 because it underm nes renewabl e
investment, we demand renewabl e and sustainable future.
Thank you so much.

MS. MATHER: Okay, Jim Rapp is next and
after Jimis Janice Rapp.

MR. RAPP: Janice is, of course, my wife and
she is tired and does not want to speak tonight, but I
will speak. | stand today as a lifelong New Jersey
resi dent strongly shoul der to shoul der, Jersey strong
next to Governor Christie in opposition of the Port
Anmbr ose LNG export/import facility. | regard this
facility as yet just the next cut in a death of a
t housand cuts that America is suffering fromthe natural
gas and petroleum industry. They have pretended to us
that this is the bridge fuel into the future when yet in
fact, it is only a bridge to the last century. The
fracki ng has been proven to be unsafe. It is polluting
aqui fers and displacing existing industries that have

supported rural American comunities for hundreds of
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years, well in excess of the 20-year time frame of this
fracked gas that they think is so wonderful and is now
t he new wheel .

|'"d like to also speak about the financing,
the financing of natural gas, now operating under
consi derable loss to the industry. It is all being
financed by a derivative product that has been spoken
about on MSNBC and CNBC as the same exact product that
brought down the gl obal econony nmost recently. \What is
going to happen to this facility? What is going to
happen to all the pipelines, conpressors? All of the
infrastructure that's being built when all of these
companies, just like this one that's based in Del aware
or the Cayman |slands or something just decides that
it's not profitable and they've made enough nmoney, who
pays the bills? The taxpayers. The taxpayer al ways
pays the bill no matter what, for everything. For this
meeting, for everything.

| would also like to comment on the fact
that the natural gas industry in portending these
untruths on America is dividing America, at a time when
we need to have solidarity to best conpete in this ever
changing troubled world in which we |ive. As a world
| ooks for us to |l ead, we cannot allow the small est

m nds, those with no noral conpass other than the
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al mghty dollar to |lead us back to the |ast century as
the rest of the world noves in a progressive way towards
cl ean energy, sustainable, safe economes for their
societies to grow. W are a nation that is moving in
the wong direction because we have all owed our
government to be overtaken by petroleum prostitutes who
have been placed in positions of high office throughout
our nation in a 20 or 30-year scam and now here we are
today with destruction, lies and a ceasing of American
properties through the polluting of aquifers necessary
for people to live in those. We have a right to remain
in our home, unnmol ested.

MS. MATHER: Thank you. | have a piece of
information for you. There's a red Jetta outside with
Massachusetts plates and lights on. So, if that
pertains to anybody. Now M chael Enmpry and then after
M chael is Klaus Rittenbach. s M chael here? M chael
goi ng once? M chael in the green shirt? No, okay.

M chael going once, twi ce, three. Klaus |I'm going to
guess is in a green shirt, good, and then Paul Schilling
IS next.

MR. RI TTENBACH: H, nmy name is Kl aus
Ri tt enbach. |'"m from Freehold, New Jersey, a lifelong
resi dent. | worked for the Departnment of Defense for 32

years and |'m here to tell you that a liquid natural gas
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termnal is a potential national security disaster. LNG
termnal is a prime target for terrorists. W seemto
have forgotten about 9/11 just 12 years ago. W seemto
have forgotten about the attack on the USS Col e. ' m
guoting here fromreports by the U.S. Department of
Energy and from the Council on Foreign Relations.

Quote, "Because of LNG s highly explosive potential, Al
Quaeda has specifically cited LNG term nals and LNG
boats as desirable targets. LNG term nal s make better
targets because an attack could result in a massive fire
that could potentially kill huge nunmbers of people. A
successful terrorist attack on an LNG tanker could
result in as many as 8, 000 deat hs and 20,000 injuries."”
Now remember, 9/11 only resulted in about 3,000 deaths.
So | ask you, do you want to be responsible for 8,000
deat hs? Another scenario in the report involves
terrorists taking control of an LNG tanker, sailing it
into a maj or popul ation center such as New York City and
detonating the cargo. That would kill far nmpre than

8, 000. Another scenario is because of its |low cost and
hi gh i npact, a USS Col e-style attack. The defense

pl anners say it's not a difficult thing to do if you're
determ ned to do it. It doesn't require trained experts
to evade the Coast Guard. The time to detect and

intersect a rapidly moving small boat in a harbor could
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be as little at two to three mnutes. A fast boat
| oaded with explosives and suicide bombers is likely to
evade nost small Coast Guard patrol crafts. The Coast
Guard is designed primarily for safety patrol. They are
not designed for armed conbat. And on top of that, the
Coast Guard is woefully underfunded. So the bottom Iine
is, do you want to be responsible for another terrorist
di saster |ike the USS Cole right here in New Jersey? Do
you want to be responsible for another 9/11 or worse
right here in New Jersey? Do you want to be |iKke
Condal eeza Rice who had to apol ogize for 9/ 11 because
she never i magined that airplanes could be used as
mssiles? O do you want to use common sense and deny
this nightmare of a termnal? Thank you.

(Appl ause)

MS. MATHER: Paul , and after Paul cones
Bruce Smth. Paul ?

MR. PAUL: Yeah, Hi Linda. Thanks for this
opportunity to comment. ' m going to be very brief.
| "' m the secretary for the executive board of the Surf
Ri der Jersey Shore Chapter. As was nentioned earlier,
we have 900 nmembers in our chapter. And our executive
board is opposed to this project for the reasons
previously given by nmy Surf Rider coll eagues and by

Cl ean Ocean Action and so that concludes ny coments.
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Thank you.

sorry, Bruce Smth is next and after Bruce comes Lynn

Bl ake.

a member of the Sandy Hook Bay Owners, Atlantic

Hi ghl ands,

menmber of

an associ ation of recreational fishing clubs in New

Jersey numbering about 75 clubs in all and thousands of

menbers.

we' ve been active in the anti-LNG novement for five
years or so. Goi ng back five years, many of us asked
what's the big deal of inmport versus export? And the

answer was, very little. It's practically flip a switch

and export

The in game has al ways been export and the other

speakers t
al ways an

el se said

it at this, that | agree with all the people and all the

comments t

changed.

hoodwi nk us again. W don't need LNG. W' ve got LNG to

spare. So what's the sense of exporting it? To make

MS. MATHER: Thank you, Paul. After, |I'm

MR. SM TH: Hi, my name is Bruce Smth. ' m

New Jersey. Sandy Hook Bay Owners is also a

the Jersey Coast Anglers Association which is

We're a relatively small player on this, but

more than inport. So what's the in game?

oni ght have commented on that. And it's
advant age to speak | ast, because everybody

everything you wanted to say. So I'Ill |eave

hat were negative, anti-LNG. Not hi ng has

Only the application has changed to try to
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somebody a | ot of noney, that's all. So one of ny
concerns, the |l ast gentleman, the one recent gentlenmen
here tal ked about the safety issues. That was on ny top
list, but the safety issue m ght never happen. It could
go on for 50 years and not have an explosion or a
hi j acki ng. Regardl ess of that, with all the
construction and preparation, the exclusions of
commercial activities in the New York Bight, the
negative inmpacts on recreational haggling and the
negative inpacts or potential inmpacts on recreation and
tourismin our state, major concerns. So the Jersey
Coast Anglers continues to oppose the LNG project
proposed for this area, whether it be inmport or export.
And ny | ast thought is that | challenge you folks to
come up with a site in the |Iower 48 states that would
propose a greater negative inmpact on general
popul ati ons, commercial fishing, recreational angling,
mari ne bi omass or potential catastrophic event.

(Appl ause)

MS. MATHER: Thank you. Next is Lynn Bl ake.
And after Lynn Blake is Annie W son. Ms. BI ake goi ng
once? Twice? Three times? Annie W/ son. Charl es
K-r-a-t-o-r-i-1? Charles? Britta WIson?

MS. W LSON: "' m Annie W son. s the

person ahead of ne here? No?
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MS. MATHER: No, but two people after y

Let's go.

MS. W LSON: H, |I'"'m Annie W1 son. l'"'m from

the New York Environmental Law and Justice Project
the Environmental Justice Commttee National Lawyer
Guild and these are prelimnary comments. We'Ill be
submtting witten comments by the due date. The
overview of this proposal, first request that someh
the formalities regarding the application, that the
application should be conplete prior to the notice
i ntent and notice of public neeting and request for
comments. That should be maybe revised. The
segregation issues around this matter are again,
forenost. There hasn't been any interaction within
di fferent agencies within the pipeline expansion,
fracking the states. This is an isolated project.
now live in a global comunity. We cannot ignore t
bi gger inmpacts on our climate crisis. Fossil fuel
infrastructures should not be expanded and in this
it is in our backyard and it's in everybody's backy
given the times we live in. And also, the

interconnections to the pipeline, transfer pipeline

there can be a requirement that they will have to extend

to New York City, Brooklyn, that's as of right. An

this project will benefit a few and certainly wll

ou.

and

S

ow

of

t he

e

he

case,

ard

d

not
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benefit mpst of us and our environment and the animals
that will be inmpacted as well. The NEPA requirements
will require terrorist review. And so for those in the
room there's an opportunity here to address those
concerns. And thank you very much for the opportunity.

MS. MATHER: Thank you. And ny guess is
that that's Britta behind you? After Britta is Dave
Pringle.

MS. FORSBERG WENZEL: Good eveni ng, ny nane
is Britta Forsberg Wenzel and | traveled here tonight
all the way from Lavalette in Ocean County, New Jersey.
Lavalette is a lovely little town that's |ocated on the
barrier island right between some i mges you may be
seeing on TV lately, Mantol oking and Ortl ey Beach. I
have seven properties on the island of which one of them
is my home. |"m currently living on the second story
with a bed and a m crowave. | think it's absolutely
outrageous that this proposal is comng up tonight and |
have to drive all the way up here to testify about
sonmething that | feel so passionately against. This
particul ar project is wrong for the Jersey shore. It's
not only wrong for the Jersey shore, it's wong for the
residents that live there. It's wong for our |ocal
economy, our clean economy and for jobs. " m not a

busi ness agent for a union; however, | happen to be half
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Swedi sh and hal f Norwegian so | could have a union
meeting in my living room any day of the week. W have
pile drivers, dock builders, ship builders, crane
operators, captains and tugboat operators in my famly
on both sides. This project does not propose good,

cl ean jobs, not long-term jobs, jobs that are going to
enpl oy and feed famlies over a lifetime. My husband is
a commercial fisherman out of Point Pleasant Beach.
know this seens |ike a surreal story, but it's probably
the story of a lot of famlies on the Jersey shore that
you' re not hearing tonight because we're tackling nmore
personal issues |ike getting electric, which |I got | ast
weekend. This project has been wrong not in this
particul ar applicant, but this project has been wrong
over a long period of tine. | served as an el ected
official in my municipality for six years and we pass
mul tiple resolutions against simlar projects in the
past . In addition, | operate several small businesses
at the Jersey shore. One of themis called Salty's;
maybe you' ve been there. It's 49 years ol d. It's a
famly restaurant, breakfast, lunch, dinner, several ice
cream stores and a novelty gift shop. W enploy 180
people typically in the summertime, but we're not open.
My husband's vessel which is a joliet boat which runs

out of Point Pleasant typically can enmploy up to six




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

109

people. To me these are good, clean jobs. They're not
just sunmmer jobs; they're jobs that last all year. They
feed famlies. They're clean. They don't hurt the
ocean. There's no dangerous conponents to them ot her
than if you can't swim or perhaps if you don't have a
skill to stay on board.

| " m opposed to this project on a personal
| evel as a citizen, as a taxpayer and as a resident. I
al so serve as the executive director of a group called
Save Barnegat Bay. It's a 43-year-old non-profit
organi zation that protects and restores the Barnegat
Bay. We're supported by 1,500 famlies and small
busi nesses and that organization is against this
proposal. Thank you for the Coast Guard keeping us safe
and pl ease have a hearing in Ocean County or Monnouth
County.

(Appl ause)

MS. MATHER: Dave Pringle. After Dave is
Ki m Yousey. Dave.

MR. PRI NGLE: Thank you. My name is David
Pringle. ' m the campaign director for the New Jersey
Environment al Federation State Chapter of Clean Water
Action. We have over 100,000 nembers, here in New
Jersey. Can | have a show of hands, please, up here too

as well, bate and switch, anybody ever hear of it? Bate
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and switch? That's what's going on here, we all know
it. Oh, woe is ne. | built this big, fancy project
and, you know, | can sell nmy stuff four times as much
over here or 75 percent |ess over there. Which way wil

| go? Could | please change ny application? 1|'ve
already built it. Are you guys going to say no then?
No way. So let's not be in the tank and be honest and
include that as we draft this EIS. Josh Fox said this
so | don't want to take his thing, but natural gas isn't
a bridge, it's a game plank. The governor vetoed this.
He's running for president. He's going to veto it again
unl ess he decides it's better for his interest running
for president not to, but then you have the opportunity

to run for president and veto it. Trying to think what

el se hasn't been said tonight. That's really a shame
you' re wasting your time and our tine. It's the sane
proj ect. We all know it. A couple little different --

the details are a little different, but it's actually
wor se. It's closer to people. It's four times the

size. So do us all a favor, just say no. Don't be

i gnor ant . Don't be in the tank. End the process soon.
(Appl ause)
MS. MATHER: Kim? | think that's Kim com ng
across. After Kimis April G mber -- something. Anyway

Kim Kimcould you spell your |ast nanme?
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MS. YOUSEY: Ki m Yousey, Y-o0-u-s-e-Yy. I
don't have a lot to say. W have economcally heated
our house with natural gas for over 15 years. Virtually
none of it came froma frack matri x. | want to say
matri x and not well because if you |l ook at a frack, a
fracking fields fromthe Google, it is many wells in one
spot . Now there's a big rush to build a 42-inch |ow
pressure pipeline through ny town. There are no | ocal
connections planned to bring natural gas service to any
homes or businesses. So this overly |large pipe appears
to be intended for storage. | would like to take issue
with the claimthat this plant is intended for inport.
It's pretty obviously not. Fracking fields, pipelines
and LNG plants are part of the same infrastructure and
t hey cannot be eval uated individually. Renewabl e ener gy
is resilient, nore so than other types of energy because
first, it's not dependent on centralized collection and
di stribution system  Generation is collocated, usually
collocated in the area where it is produced. So for
this reason, there's less waste in the transport. ' ve
read statistics from Professor Becker in Pratt
I nstitute, he put on the board a diagram coal plants in
Ohi o produce two parts of P energy for every one part of
electricity. And then fromthere, all that electricity

di m ni shes until it gets to energy. So clearly, we do
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need a better system of generating electricity.
However, LNG frack gas is just definitely wong in ny
book. | don't buy the idea that this produces jobs
because New Jersey was quite quickly on its way to the
number two in solar energy production and all the
rooftops, impervious area in the state we can produce
enough solar energy. W have |lots of wind on our coast.
We can produce -- the two conmpl ement each other and we
can produce all the energies we need right there. It's
my opinion that this is not based on fear, but disbelief
t hat ot herwi se --

MS. MATHER: Thank you, April. That's it.
That's your time.

MS. YOUSEY: And as indicated, people are
using so little comobn sense.

MS. MATHER: Thank you, it's actually Kim

excuse nme. April? Is April going once? Going twice?
April? Cecilia? Castel -- here comes Cecilia so she
can fix what | just did to her nanme.

MS. CASTELON: That was pretty good.
Cecilia Castelon. 'l keep it short and sweet.
second the emotions of many of the anti-LNG comments
tonight. So I'"'mcomng here as both a recent coll ege
graduate and a daughter. As a daughter, | had the very

uni que experience of growing up with a nother who
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suffered from cancer not once, but twice and is stil
battling it today. For those reasons alone, |'m deeply
skeptical and fed up with our dependents on carcinogenic
fossil fuel devel opnment. | know and | think that you
know as well, our prolonged objection with continuing to
rely on materials and toxins and chem cals that we know
are proven to cause harm to our bodies and to our
environment . It is absolutely ignorant and absurd if
you ask me. As a 20-something and as a recent coll ege
graduate, | am a future taxpayer and a taxpayer right
now and | am eager to pay taxes for probably my somewhat
m ddl e paying jobs that I'mexcited to take on in the
next ten years of ny life to projects and infrastructure
devel opment that |eads to an alternative energy econony,
| eads to a future where | may have the chance to have a
daught er and she may have the chance to have a nmot her
that was not sick multiple times in her life. Sonmeti mes
connecting all of these dots together in these types of
venues can lead to allegations of environnmental
emotionalism which is what we heard tonight earlier from
the fellow, but | think this is a human story and |
think this is connecting the dots in a way that we need
to be connecting the dots right now. So | would Iove,
as | said, to dedicate ny tax dollars to projects that

actually lead to a future that 1'd be interested in
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occupying. And an LNG future, a coal future,
what - have-you, is not a future I"'minterested in finding
jobs in or raising nmy future children in. So I

absol utely oppose the devel opnment of this LNG term na
site and | hope that you realize that this is not just
one generation speaking about this issue, two
generations speaking about this issue. This is all of
us. This is an intergenerational mvement and it's as
much about your children, which I'"m sure you all care
and | ove dearly about, as it is much about people who
are working, paying taxes and | ooking for jobs today.
So thank you.

(Appl ause)

MS. MATHER: We've now come to the end of
our speaker list and we also are over tinme, so let me
t hank you for your cooperation and turn this over to ny
right.

MR. BACHAMAN: Yeah, this concludes the
public scoping meeting Port Anbrose Deepwater Port
l'icense application here in Edison, New Jersey. W are
now adj ourned. Thank you, and please have a safe trip
home and good ni ght.

(Whereupon the proceedi ngs were concl uded at

8:47 p.m)
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ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION, BOROUGH OF RED BANK
COUNTY OF MONMOUTH

RESOLUTION OPPOSING OFFSHORE LIQUIFIED NATURAL GAS PORT
FACILITIES IN THE NEW JERSEY/NEW YORK CLEAN OCEAN ZONE

Ms. Dardi offered the following resolution and moved its adoption:

WHEREAS, the New Jersey/New York Clean Ocean Zone (COZ) is defined as the water
from Montauk Point, NY, to Cape May, NJ, offshore to the outer edge of the Continental Shelf
(out to 100 miles) and consists of over 19,000 square miles of Atlantic Ocean; and

WHEREAS, the physical, hydrodynamic and biological characteristics of the COZ are

unique in the world as more than 300 species of fish, nearly 350 species of birds, seven species
of sea turtles, many marine mammals such as 25 species of whales and dolphins and several
species of seals and porpoises frequent this region and nine endangered species four of which
are whales, can be found in these ocean waters and the COZ also serves as an essential
migratory pathway for many of these species; and

WHEREAS, the ecological richness and economic viability of this region depends on a
clean marine environment; and

WHEREAS, the COZ is the target location for industrial liquefied natural gas (LNG) port
facilities, and

WHEREAS, New York and Connecticut rejected a similar LNG proposal in Long Island
Sound, and a proposed LNG facility was also vetoed in California due to significant impacts to
marine life and air quality, and

WHEREAS, LNG facilities will devastate important fish habitats, impact endangered, threatened
and protected species, damage sea floor habitats and destroy vast quantities of marine life by
refilling huge emptied tankers with billions of gallons of seawater to replace LNG cargos which
would expose the area to stronger and more frequent hurricanes, nor’easters and wind and wave
risks; and

WHEREAS, LNG is an unsafe and risky business where the proposed facilities will

straddle shipping lanes in the NY/NJ harbor region, the busiest port on the east coast and the
third busiest in the US, will dramatically affect shipping traffic patterns when tankers approach
the facility, alter ship traffic and navigation in the busy region and having LNG tankers leaving
and entering shipping lanes amidst port traffic will raise the risk of accidents with all vessels
such as cargo and oil tankers; and

WHEREAS, LNG is a polluting, climate-changing fossil fuel and the additional lifecycle
stages of liquefaction, transportation and gasification emits harmful greenhouse gases (GHG)
and LNG produces 20 to 40 percent more greenhouse gases that domestic natural gas; and



WHEREAS, we do not need LNG ports in this region and currently 97 percent of the

natural gas used in the United States is from North America, with most of that from the US and
existing LNG ports are significantly under-utilized and can more than meet our region’s needs;
and

WHEREAS, LNG is not domestic and over two-thirds of the world’s natural gas reserves

are in Russia and the Middle East and proposed sources for NY and NJ include countries like
Russia and offshore drilling in Trinidad where environmental laws and controls are often less
stringent in these regions and these LNG schemes will increase the burning of polluting GHG
emitting fossil fuels and increase our use and dependence on unstable foreign energy sources;
and

WHEREAS, the ever-increasing amounts of GHG from burning fossil fuels is changing

the chemistry of the sea by increasing its acidity and thereby diminishing the ocean’s ability to
serve the free and vital role as the earth’s largest and most effective absorber of major GHG
emissions, as well as making the sea itself harmful to marine life; and

WHEREAS, LNG projects will permanently exclude the public from the ocean with vast
areas of the ocean being off limits to the public including boaters and fishing vessels; and

WHEREAS, Liberty Natural Gas LLC’s Port Ambrose LNG facility has been proposed and
identified for the region; and

WHEREAS, solutions are available and we need to support energy efficiency, conservation and
renewable energy technologies and projects which are readily available such as educating the
public that eight to twelve medium-sized power plants worth of energy could be saved if NJ
citizens were energy efficient and by focusing efforts on efficiency, conservation measures and
renewable technologies the region can create a win-win situation, decreasing GHG while
working toward long term job creation with green technologies;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Environmental Commission of the Borough
of Red Bank of the County of Monmouth hereby opposes the building of Liquefied Natural Gas
facilities off the New York/New Jersey coast.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution will be forwarded to the Mayor
and Council of Red Bank, as well as to the Governors of the states of New Jersey and New York
and to Clean Ocean Action.

Dated: July 9, 2013

Bruce Siegell - Aye

Boris Kofman - Aye

Laura Dardi - Aye

Michael Paul Raspanti - Aye
Laura Bagwell - Aye



Statement of Rep. Frank Pallone, Jr.
Liberty Natural Gas Scoping Hearing

July 10, 2013

I apologize I could not be here with you this evening, but I am in
Washington, DC because Congress is voting this evening. I am opposed to the
proposed Liberty Natural Gas offshore liquefied natural gas project planned for 24
miles off the coast of Long Branch, New Jersey. This project is strikingly similar to

one that was vetoed by Governor Christie in 2011.

Throughout my tenure as an elected official, I have opposed industrial uses
of the ocean off the coast of our state. I have fought against offshore oil and gas

drilling, as well as worked successfully to end ocean dumping.

Instead of focusing on industrial uses of the ocean, our country and the state
of New Jersey should be encouraging renewable energy resources. Any energy
development in the Atlantic should be from renewable sources and not polluting
fossil fuels. The Obama Administration is prioritizing offshore wind energy
development in areas off the Atlantic coast, including New Jersey. This is exactly
the type of clean energy America should be investing in that will reduce our

dependence on foreign oil and gas and create jobs.

I understand that the LNG project will create jobs during the construction
phase, but we must also think of the jobs that would be lost if an LNG spill occurred

off our coast. The Jersey Shore is the primary driver of a tourism economy that



sustains nearly 500,000 jobs and generates approximately $50 billion in economic
activity for the state each year. In the late 1980s when beaches were closed due to
contaminated material washing ashore, many jobs were lost in the local tourism
industry. When the Deepwater Horizon spill occurred in the Gulf of Mexico, local
economies felt it the hardest when tourism fell off drastically and commercial
fishermen were barred from fishing in large swaths of the gulf. We cannot allow

this to happen off our coast.

I am surprised that this proposed project is moving forward given Governor
Christie’s public opposition to LNG facilities off the coast of New Jersey and prior
veto of a similar project in 2011. Under the Deepwater Port Act Governor Christie,
as the governor of an adjacent coastal state, has the absolute power to veto the

Liberty Natural Gas project.

New Jersey should be taking a national lead on promoting a forward-looking
energy policy that moves towards increased use of renewable energy sources that
create jobs here at home and away from importing or exporting polluting fossil fuels
from other countries. I will continue to work with my colleagues in Congress to

incentivize these types of clean energy sources. Thank you.
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